The Sharpening Process

November 21st, 2009
·  Next ‘Sharpening Process’ is Sunday, December 20th, 2009, 7PM. Spread the word!
We’re going to be studying 1 Peter over the next few months; this wonderful Book deals with many different topics – living as an alien in this fallen world, suffering, false teachers, being humble, and so on - and I know that The Lord will bless and reward the time that we spend in His Word because That’s The Kind of God That we serve! Hebrews 11:6 says that God rewards those that seek Him. There is no greater blessing and joy in life than to be known and loved by your Creator, and to know and love Him! And 1 Peter will teach us more about This Beautiful God Whom we serve. Glory and praise be to Him for His Precious Word! Lord willing, I hope to prepare a detailed set of study notes for each gathering; I encourage you to read through 1 Peter 1:1-12 again, and then review these notes and check out the cross references and so forth – for the more we dig into His word, the more we will get out of it!
Let’s read 1 Peter 1 
v.1 addresses the believers as ‘aliens’ – this Greek word can also be translated as ‘refugees, temporary residents, strangers, foreigners, ones sojourning on Earth.’ And that is precisely what we are! This world is not our home, so don’t try and make it such. 1 Peter is an extremely useful and practical Book as we look around at life and strive to live the holy lives that He calls us to. Throughout this Letter, we’ll see the message and application of living as a Christian in this lost world. By believing in Jesus Christ, you have changed your citizenship – you are now part of His Kingdom, and therefore you’re an alien on the planet earth. As such, you will suffer for not living like the citizens of this world do. Peter opens up this Letter by addressing it to whom? To the aliens. Flip over to 2:11, and we’ll see another instance of him reminding Christians that they are aliens here. This world is not our home – we don’t belong here, we don’t fit in, and the sooner we stop trying to, the better! You don’t fit in here, and you never will: so stop trying to! Let’s turn over to Hebrews 11:13-16 and learn from the saints of old. 

v.3 – Blessed (or Praised) Be The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! As this verse says, His mercy is great indeed. Think of how much you have hurt and offended The Holy God of All, and yet – He showers you with His mercy and love. Amazing! (Selah)               God caused us to be born again unto a living hope. While the world ‘hopes for this’ and ‘hopes for that,’ their ‘hopes’ are but temporary and short-lived – but the believers’ hope does not die! The Father gives us an inheritance which is imperishable and immortal – undefiled, unstained, and pure - and one which is unfading and permanent. O Christian, if you cannot rejoice in that, then there is a big problem! What would each one of us give to be able to inherit all that Bill Gates owns? We would be ecstatic! But yet, when it comes to the eternal inheritance that The Creator of All gives to His friends and children, why are we so low-key and passive? We ought to rejoice like there’s no tomorrow, y’all! 
v.5 – We are protected and guarded by God’s power, through faith. How glad I am that ultimately it depends not on my ability to save and keep but upon His! And remember Jude 24, which testifies that He Is Able to keep us from stumbling, and that He Is Able to make us stand blameless and with great joy in the presence of His glory! Do we remember that amazing truth as we go here & there in our daily lives? For The God of all creation is protecting us! And if God Is for us, who can be against (Romans 8:31)? God’s power is the strongest power that there is.

Notice that v.6 reveals how the believers of that time were greatly rejoicing in the inheritance God had in store for them, although they were distressed by different trials. This is a very important point to understand. We need to be centered upon the truth of Who God Is, and upon His promises to us whom He loves. If we try to build our spiritual lives upon a foundation called ‘circumstances,’ we’ll be weak and easily knocked down. Our foundation must be none other than Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15). And with Him as The Foundation, we must be very careful how we build upwards. The popular notion that ‘Jesus makes everything easy and hardships aren’t for believers’ is Biblically ignorant and flat-out false. Jesus Himself said that we have tribulation in the world (John 16:33)! And 1 Peter 1:6 shows Christians who were distressed by trials, but still rejoiced in The Lord’s wonderful inheritance. Trials and suffering are part of life, and that’s just the way it is; but we can overcome by choosing to focus on The Omnipotent God. The Christian walk is not the absence of suffering – it is the ability to endure every suffering by focusing on Jesus and trusting in His Word. Christianity is not about ‘having no suffering’ – it’s about conquering, even in the midst of the most unbearable pain! (Romans 8:31-39)
v.7 reveals a fact that we know in word but often neglect as we follow Him. And that is this: our faith is more precious than gold. If I knew that there was gold buried in my backyard – more than 70 billion dollars worth – how hard would I try to find it? And once I found it, wouldn’t I strive to guard it? Very few people would just leave it sitting out in their backyard for all the world to see and steal. And yet, how often do we do that with our faith? We forget the true worth of our faith, & so spend very little time & energy seeking to build it up. And we all too easily allow things to creep into our hearts - things which only steal the faith that we do have. If I would eagerly search for 70 billion dollars of gold, & then after finding it would guard it extremely carefully – ought I not to do even more so for my faith? Again, v.7 shows how our faith is more precious than gold! But if that’s true – and of course, it is – than why do we many times consider our faith to be worth so little? Here’s a very simple test for us to take – and let’s be honest with ourselves! Do we spend more time, energy, and heart in our lives seeking more ‘gold’ (money, etc.), or seeking more faith? 
In the 8th verse, we see such a beautiful section of Scripture. Although we’ve never seen Him, we are to love Him – & even though we don’t see Him now, we’re to believe in Him, rejoicing greatly with joy inexpressible. In the truest sense of the word, Christianity is the most amazingly beautiful story of love and romance. Although we deserved it not, Jesus not only came to help us, but to die for us. As some have said before, “Love is sacrifice.” And by His grace, we have responded to His unfathomable love, and hopefully we’re seeking to please Him in all we are and do; even though we’ve not yet personally seen His Face, we love Him. And in this verse we also see true faith demonstrated, for we still don’t visibly see Jesus Himself - and yet, we believe in Him. Some people (including myself!) would have preferred that everything be physically visible right before our eyes, 24/7. But God - in His limitless wisdom - chose it not to be this way. In fact, He chose many realities of life not to be that way, for not everything that is can be seen at every given moment. The wind is a great example of this. We can’t see wind itself, but we can definitely see and feel its power. And there are other things which can be seen, but not at every moment of time. For instance, if my cousin were here with me at this moment, you would be able to see him. But the fact that he’s not here right now doesn’t negate his existence; it just means that you can’t see him at this moment in time. (And additionally, even though I used my laptop to type this lesson, you didn’t actually see my doing so.) Now, if we take atheism to its logical conclusion, we would have to deny the existence of my cousin because we don’t physically see him right now. And while we’re at it, let’s deny the existence of George Washington, Iraq, the factory that made your car, and the producer of the ink which was used to print this lesson – for after all, we’ve never personally seen any of them, and so they must not exist! What atheists don’t realize is that almost every single thing in life is based upon one form of faith or another. To want visible proof for every happening in life would turn you into a psycho… the kind of person who, when their best friend telephones them, denies that it’s really their friend, but instead, chooses to believe that it’s really some Columbian drug lord out to kill them! Jesus speaks very highly of faith, and let’s turn over to John 20:29. Wow – Jesus here says that we are blessed! 1 Peter 1:8 – we haven’t seen Jesus Christ, but we love Him! We don’t see Him now, but we believe in Him! And we exceedingly rejoice, exult, & are extremely glad with a joy that can’t be expressed in words – we have joy unspeakable! v.9 tells how the conclusion/outcome/result of our faith is the salvation of our souls! Let’s not be like the world, which runs around only looking at the immediate result of its actions – we need to stay focused on end results, on outcome. The question isn’t merely if something ‘works’ or is ‘permissible;’ we need to be asking ourselves, “Who are we following, and where are we heading?” No matter what does or doesn’t happen to us in this life, the end result of our faith in Jesus Christ is salvation – eternal life in our Wonderful Father’s Glorious Kingdom! In vv.10-12, we see that this salvation is a great treasure indeed! We would do well to view it as such. 

What are some real-life applications we can draw from 1 Peter 1:1-12?

1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________
6. _________________________________________________________________
7. _________________________________________________________________
Let’s pray
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