The Sharpening Process

December 20th, 2009
Let’s read 1 Peter 1:13-25 
v.13 – practical instructions given as we walk this narrow road. Prepare your mind for action, stay sober, and fix your hope fully on the grace to be given at the revelation of Jesus The Messiah. ‘Prepare your mind for action’ in the Greek is actually, ‘gird up the loins of your mind,’ which is an interesting figure of speech to think about. It’s based on how people in the East would gather and fasten up their long garments so that the garments wouldn’t interfere with their activity. Think of it this way: if you were wearing a sheet, you would probably try to first scrunch it up and fasten it into place before attempting to work in the yard or jog down the street to your neighbor’s! The application is that we’re to prepare our mind for action; we’re to be ready and able to move! And as we run this race and fight this fight, may we never lose sight of the grace promised to us at the revealing of Jesus Christ. As a matter of fact, The Scripture says to do the opposite – you are to fix your hope completely on that grace! 
As we look at vv. 14-16, The Lord reminds us to keep living in holiness. We are not to conform to our previous lusts, for we are new creations. Our Role Model at all times ought to be God Himself, and He has said that He Is Holy. Now what does that mean? How many of us said the word ‘holy’ this week? “Holy” means to be different – to be set apart, sacred, totally unique. YHWH our God Is Holy – there is no one and nothing like Him. And because He Is Holy, He commands us to be as well. v.15 tells us to be holy (different, sacred, totally unique, set apart) in all our behavior. Why? Because God said so. Period! 

v.19 reminds us of how we were redeemed by The Messiah’s Precious Blood. This should go without saying perhaps, but I think we need to realize the implication of that glorious truth. First of all, that should further inspire us to live holy lives as we understand that our redemption cost such a high price – The Precious Blood of Jesus Christ! Let us never take that price for granted, & never regard His Blood as something unclean (Hebrews 10:28-31). As pastor Chuck Smith points out, ‘the price of our redemption was The Precious Blood of Christ - no greater price was ever paid for anything, or anybody. Never think that salvation was/is free: it cost plenty.’ And the second thing is this: being redeemed by Jesus’ Blood shows how very much God loves you. I heard a preacher say one time that, ‘God didn’t send His Son to die for a candy wrapper.’ The preacher meant that The Father didn’t send His Son to just die for some worthless trash – He sent His Son to die for those He deemed worth that price. I’m not saying we ‘deserved’ that sacrifice… because we didn’t. It’s just that God The Father, for a reason that perhaps I will never understand, thought it worth the price to send His Only-Begotten Son to be crucified upon a cross in order to reconcile me to Himself. That is love, and that is something I just can’t grasp, although I accept and believe it. And considering how very much He loved/loves us, that ought to inspire us to love the other ones He died for as well, especially for those who have called upon His Name and received salvation – those whom He now calls ‘son’ and ‘friend.’ v.22 speaks about having a real love for the brothers, and about fervently loving others from the heart. The Greek word for ‘real/sincere’ means un-hypocritical. Let’s not just say or pretend that we love our brothers… let’s really love them! We are told to fervently love one another, and the Greek word for ‘fervently’ can also mean be translated zealously, carefully, diligently. Let’s love one another with fervency, with zeal, with care, and with diligence. 


  v.23 – we’ve been born again through the living and enduring word of God. Now that’s Good News! Think about: born again. We often want to see The Lord do what we think are the biggest miracles – healing diseases, giving sight to the blind, making the deaf hear, and so on. But how about this one? That through the word of God, which is enduring and living, He would give us second birth! As Jesus said in John 3, unless a person is born again (or ‘born from above’), they cannot see God’s Kingdom. It is indeed miraculous when YHWH gives sight to the blind and heals people from cancer – but are we only awed by those kinds of miracles? What about when God makes us born again? Hallelu-Yah!

vv.24-25: although we’d like to convince ourselves otherwise, all flesh is simply like grass… it withers. We know that we all are trapped in time, and are getting older moment by moment. This is not being pessimistic, it is just acknowledging reality. If The Lord continues to tarry and He doesn’t call us Home beforehand, in 30 years from now each of us will notice the ‘withering’ effects in our personal lives more and more. More creaks, less hair, and less agility. Flesh and its glory means nothing, because 200 years after we’re dead and gone, who’s honestly going to sit around and think about us? When was the last time you sat down over breakfast and remembered and pondered the life of Joe Shmoe who died in 1808? Probably not very recently. The reality is that flesh is just like grass – it withers. (Now don’t let the adversary take this truth and shackle you with it. It is true that no matter what you accomplish in this life, unless The Lord returns first, you’re going to die and in time you will be forgotten. Perhaps you’ll accomplish great things and they’ll make a statue of you somewhere, but usually those things are more valuable to birds than they are to people. And our enemy will take that truth, and use it to inflict fear into the hearts of God’s people. Don’t let him! The fact that your flesh is withering like grass is true; we can’t change that. And as time moves on, people will forget us – that too is reality. However, armed with those facts, let’s spur one another on to live for Jesus Christ with all that we got – because how we live here and now has eternal importance in The Eyes of The Lord. If you live your life to receive glory from men, you will ultimately fail. But if you live your life seeking the glory that is from The Only God – John 5:44 – you will succeed, and succeed for all eternity!) Let’s carefully note the contrast vv.24-25 display: flesh passes away, but The Lord’s Word endures forever. What God says goes, and that’s an eternal principle. Why do we, even as Christians, place such a high value on college education, but do so little to know His Word more intimately? College can be a wonderful thing, and many jobs require that education. But I think that, even in the church, we have things quite backwards. I’m not opposed to college any more than I believe that it’s absolutely necessary for every single person on the face of the earth. However, what would the church look like if we encouraged our youth to spend a year or two in personal, intense studying of The Holy Scriptures before they went off to college? Think of it! Let’s imagine this for a second: Christian high school graduates devoting two years of their lives to full-time, personal reading and studying of God’s Word, which, as v.25 says, endures forever, and perhaps working part-time on the side so as to help with living costs. If this were to happen, not only would those individuals be personally revolutionized for life, but they would bring fire and passion back into many a church and absolutely turn this world upside-down! They would finish this at about the age of 20, and they’d be fully armed and prepared to deal with all the ‘tolerance’ crap for the next 4 years in college, if they chose that that route. Many would choose to go on to college, but I also believe that several would pursue serving Him in ministry. And is not one of the biggest and saddest problems in our churches the lack of youth and youth being raised up to be future leaders? The lack of young adults 18-35 in our churches who are active and pursuing the things of God is a frightening thing to think upon... 
   
Which is wiser to first invest in: an education of learning and growing in eternal truths, or an education which will prepare them for the next few years alone? So many young people are going to school for computers, and that’s a good field. But so much of what they’re learning now will be archaic and totally obsolete in just ten years, if not much, much sooner. Let’s resolve to spend our lives studying, treasuring, learning, and living God’s Word – for The Lord’s Word endures forever!  

Some points by Chuck Smith…

THE IMPORTANCE OF HOPE: Man really cannot live without it. The exponents of the existential philosophy discovered this - they concluded that reality was totally despairing. Too many of the students were committing suicide. The problem is that we start hoping in man. We believe that the government will solve our problems, and that science will give us the key to life. 

There were experiments done with Norwegian wharf rats – they were placed in a glass chamber half filled with water, and then more water was sprayed in. The rats would drown in 17 minutes. Another group of rats were placed in water, but they were rescued just before they drowned. When those same rats were placed in glass chamber the second time, they survived for more than 30 hours. 


The world doesn’t offer much hope today, but the resurrection of Jesus Christ has brought new hope for mankind! Now, it is greater than ever before – it’s more than just hope... it’s a living Hope. When Jesus rose from the dead, it confirmed all of His claims. Jesus can redeem lost man; man can come to the Father through Him; in Christ, man can be satisfied, and never thirst again; and through Him man can have eternal life. I would like to suggest that without Jesus Christ, this world would be a pretty hopeless place. I can understand man drinking to excess or taking drugs - you have to do something to cope. Those who are filled with the Spirit know the true lift, and do not need the artificial stimulant. What a glorious message we have to share with the world: there is hope!

We, as Christians, have a living hope. God is in control of all the circumstances of our lives. He can sustain us through anything, and He will watch out for us. To die is simply to be with The Lord; I have His promise of eternal life. The basis of our hope is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Jesus made great claims. He said that if we would believe on Him, we would become sons of God. And as sons, our Heavenly Father would watch over us and keep us. We wouldn't even have to worry about food or clothing. He said that if we believed in Him, we would never die, and that in His Father's House there were many mansions. All of these would be empty promises had He not risen. We would be like the rest of the world - in a state of hopelessness.  


Hope is a beautiful gift of God! He knew that life would not be easy. None of us are immune from trouble. We each face daily difficulties. When times are bad, it is hope that sustains us. In times of draught we hope for rain. In the storm, we hope for the sunshine. We hear of an accident, and we hope for survivors. When sick, we hope to feel better – and in a hard game, we hope to win. Hope gives us the power to endure hardships. It keeps us from giving up; it causes us to try again. How tragic is a hopeless person! It is sad to see a person who has lost hope. They have given up, and have no fight left in them. They are hard to be around, for they refuse to be encouraged. Before Christ came, the world was pretty hopeless.    …We speak of one period of history as the dark ages. It would be more accurate to say the ‘darker ages,’ for every age of man has been dark. The strong oppress the weak - the rich oppress the poor. Man, through greed, takes advantage of another's hardship. Many professional men today are becoming wealthy from people's problems. Paul speaks of the gentiles as without hope and without God in this world. When hope dies, cynicism is born. The world to which Christ came was filled with hopelessness, darkness, and despair. It was a world in bondage. 


The coming of The Messiah brought new hope into the world. The prophets had foretold a better day. They had promised a righteous king, an end of war, and of a coming universal peace. They envisioned a world without sin, pain, or sorrow. Some had believed the prophets, and therefore had hope. But there was no recorded prophet for 400 years, and people’s hope had almost died. But Jesus broke onto the scene… healed the lame, the blind, the sick, and the oppressed. He preached The Gospel to the poor. He proclaimed a Kingdom of Love. Their spark of hope was fanned into a blazing inferno, and they hoped to see the Kingdom established immediately. The cross seemed to bring an end to their hope. They were filled with disappointment; shocked, and they could not believe what they saw. For three days, they were in stunned sorrow. But the resurrection of Jesus rekindled the blaze! They had more than just hope - they had living hope. They had the hope of eternal life, victory over death, and the hope of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus’ resurrection provides us with a living hope of life. It’s an age-old question: "If a man dies, will he live again?" From Christ's empty tomb is the answer; Jesus promised that because He lives, we will live too (John 14:19)! Life is ours by our faith in God and His Son Christ. With the empty tomb came a renewed hope. Death cannot conquer The Lord of Life! The resurrection brought more than hope – it is now a living hope. Go and tell the world that The Light was not extinguished; He has risen just He said, He Is Alive, and His Kingdom is forever! Love shall triumph; Love shall come - Jesus shall reign. What a difference the discovery of the empty tomb made! We do not look at death as the cessation of our existence - only the end of the restriction of this physical body. This body is a marvelous instrument, but it was built from the earth, for the earth. At death, our spirits move into the new bodies God has prepared for us, and we will forever be with our Lord. And as The Scripture says in 1 Peter 1:5, we are kept by God’s power. I don’t rest in my own strength, but rather in His strength. I don’t trust in my resolves – I trust in His resolves.


Some lose everything at death. Others gain everything. 

What are some real-life applications we can draw from 1 Peter 1:1-12?

1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________
6. _________________________________________________________________
7. _________________________________________________________________
Let’s pray
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