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Let’s briefly recap what we learned from Acts 3… 
The Lord worked through Peter and John and healed a man who had been crippled from his mother’s womb; this crippled man was healed in The Name of Jesus Christ The Nazarene. Peter gave all the glory to God, and he used the opportunity to preach Jesus to the people. 
Let’s pick things up now as we read through Acts 4.
While Peter and John were talking to the people, the priests, captain of the temple, and Sadducees (one of the groups of religious Jews) came up to them and proceeded to put them in prison. V.4 tells how many who had heard the message believed, and so the number of believing men came to be around 5,000. Of course their were other believers, too… the Greek word here for ‘men’ specifically means ‘males,’ and not just ‘men’ in the general sense of ‘mankind;’ and since we know that there were women who believed as well, we count them in addition to the approximately 5,000 believing men – God’s church was growing!
On the next day, the rulers, elders, and the scribes/experts in Jewish law were assembled together. Others who were there were Annas (the high priest), Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all that were of high-priestly descent. They put Peter and John in the center and asked them by what power or in whose name they had healed the crippled man. 
V.8  - Peter was _____________________________________________________________.
V.10 – by Whose Name? ________________________________________________________.
· What had the rulers/elders done to Him? _________________________________.

· And what did God do? ____________________________________.
V.11 is a quotation from Psalm 118:22 – let’s turn there.
V.12 – there are three negatives in the Greek… God obviously wants us to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that salvation is found in Jesus Alone! The world calls this ‘narrow-minded,’ but God says that it’s just the way it is. Truth, by nature, is often extremely exclusive. You can whine and complain all you want about how ‘unfair’ and ‘narrow-minded’ it is that the law of gravity will not permit you to jump off a 60-story building, shackled with 100 bowling balls and 25 anvils, and live. But your ‘deeply-held convictions, personal feelings, and heartfelt beliefs’ would not change your outcome if you were actually crazy enough to attempt that! Truth is what it is. Period.
· John 14:6
· John 3:36

· 1 John 5:11-12

V.13 – Peter and John had confidence – this word can also be translated as boldness, or assurance. This verse also shows that they were ______________ and _________________. Peter and John weren’t trained formally in the rabbinical schools… they weren’t ‘ordained teachers’ or ‘professional scholars.’ (Jesus wasn’t trained in the rabbinical schools either.)
 But the rulers and elders were amazed… and they recognized that Peter and John had been with Jesus. The best education in the world is to be with Jesus. You can learn a lot of things in schools and colleges, but they’re no match for being with The Master! Colossians 2:3 shares how all the treasures of knowledge and wisdom are hidden in Christ. Do you want wisdom? Do you want knowledge? Then spend time - daily - being with Jesus! You may never have a college degree (I don’t)… but people will be amazed at you, and it will be evident that you’ve been with The Master. What an education, and an eternal one at that! Simply put, we are as close to Jesus as we want to be. If we’re not close to Him, it’s because – for one reason or another – we don’t want to be. We’re not to just spend time with Him out of legalism, but, as in any relationship, how can we get to know someone/Someone whom we never/rarely spend time with? May we make the decision to be with Jesus, and arrange our lives accordingly. That’s the best choice that we could ever make!
The rulers and elders had nothing to say to Peter and John, and so, after a short conference, they commanded them (v.18) to not speak or teach at all in Jesus’ Name. You see, that’s just it: It Is The Name of Jesus which brings division. Had Peter and John just vaguely spoken of God, or ‘The Higher Power,’ I don’t think they’d have riled so many feathers. Let’s read vv. 19-20 again… what a great response they gave! And so, in v.21 we see that the rulers/elders decided to threaten them more. (But it didn’t work.)
Peter and John went to their own, and they did the wisest thing possible: they PRAYED! Notice how they began their prayer (v.24 )… they focused on God and His amazing power. In this prayer, there are two quotations from Psalms – let’s turn to Psalm 146:6, and Psalm 2:1-2. Now, the prayer that they said in Acts 4:24-30 has lots of great things that we can include in our prayers as well. Can you point out some of those things? One thing rather interesting in their prayer is the Greek word recorded for ‘Lord’ in v.24. The word is δεσπότης (pronounced deh-SPAH-tayss), and it is not the normal Greek word used for ‘Lord.’ This Greek word means an ‘absolute ruler whose subjects are slaves’ - one having ‘absolute ownership and uncontrolled power.’
 Remember that if you have repented and put your faith in Jesus Christ, then He Is your Absolute Ruler – what He says goes – and you are His slave. The Lord has absolute ownership of you and your life, and His power is uncontrollable. Now, Scripture shows how Jesus also called His followers friends (John 15:12-17), and so don’t get things twisted... I just want us to realize that though we can indeed be Jesus’ friends as we obey Him, He Is also our Absolute Ruler and Lord. By the grace of God, let’s live with both of these truths in mind and heart. It’s a very frightening place to be in when a believer can sin against Jesus and disobey his Lord, & just think, ‘Meh… It’s cool, we’re friends.’
V.31 – Check out how Yah (The LORD) answered their prayer! The place they had gathered in was shaken, and they were filled with God’s Holy Spirit! And so, they spoke God’s word with confidence/boldness/assurance. What a marvelous church it was back then! Take a look back at vv.32-37. The saints didn’t look at things as being ‘theirs,’ but rather, ‘ours.’ The apostles testified of Jesus’ resurrection with great power/Supernatural power, and great grace was on them all. And how amazing to consider v. 34 – that there were no needy or poor among them. In v.36, we’re introduced to a Jew from the tribe of Levi, named Joseph. Joseph was also called ‘Barnabas,’ which means ‘son of encouragement,’ and we’ll be seeing Barnabas again later in Acts. Barnabas was of Cyprian birth – Cyprus is an island close to Israel. 
Homework overview
PRAY
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HOMEWORK - In Acts 4, we see how The Lord can even use ‘untrained’ and ‘uneducated’ people for His glory. Look up the following verses regarding wisdom in God’s Eyes, and write them out (by hand).
· Jeremiah 9:23-24 _______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Jeremiah 22:15-16 _______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Proverbs 9:10 _________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 ____________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Colossians 2:2-3 ________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Acts 4:13 ______________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail me if you have any questions or anything - jalazone7@yahoo.com   
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