May 16th, 2009
· If The Lord has placed it upon your heart to share in their ministry, did you remember your dollar for The Voice of The Martyrs? (You can find out more info on this awesome group at: persecution.com) 
Read Acts 5 

vv.1-11

· As we looked at last study, The Holy Spirit Is equated with God in Acts 5; to lie to The Holy Spirit is to lie to God. Notice again that The Holy Spirit was lied to, and thus, He Is not just some sort of 'force' or impersonal 'energy' – He Is a Person. This is extremely important to understand, because there are cults and other deceivers out there who deny The Holy Spirit's Personhood. 
· vv.5 and 11 – These verses show that due to what happened to Ananias and Sapphira, there was 'great fear'
 among the people; this could also be translated as 'great terror.' It is very dangerous to become so carelessly close to God and flippant with Him that you lose sight of His holiness, righteousness, and power! Yes, Jesus Is That Friend Who sticks closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:24). However, Scripture also teaches that it's a terrifying/fearful thing to fall into The Hands of The Living God (Hebrews 10:31), and that our God Is a Consuming Fire (Hebrews 12:29) – these verses remind us of God's power and holiness, and they prevent us from thinking that The Lord is only like some old grandfather who merely sits back in his rocking chair saying a jovial “That's okay!” to everything that we do. 

vv.12-16 
· v.13 – The rest didn't dare associate with them! However, the people highly esteemed the believers. As we briefly discussed last study, what a contrast between then and now! v.13 reveals how highly the early church was esteemed... and if the church were still living as she ought to, the same would be true today as well - we would be highly esteemed. 
· v.14 – His church grew rapidly. This was a time of explosive growth! 

vv.17-42
· vv.17-18 - The high priest and his Sadducean associates were jealous, and so they put the apostles in public jail.
· vv.19-20 – An angel of The Lord opened the prison's gates and took them out! The angel told them to go preach in the temple. (Extremely dangerous and unwise from man's perspective!)
· vv.27-29 – The high priest reprimands them, but Peter tells it like it is: it's more necessary to obey God than men. Look back at Acts 4:18-20. And not content with simply stating that truth, Peter then starts preaching the resurrection of Jesus, repentance, forgiveness, and the giving of The Holy Spirit to those who obey
 God. A good question for us: Do we listen to and obey God? 
· v.33 – This verb is διαπρίω, dee-ah-PREE-o, meaning ‘to saw in pieces, to divide by a saw.’ 
· v.34 – Gamaliel was “a Pharisee and doctor of the law... grandson of Hillel, and teacher of the apostle Paul. He is said to have had very great influence in the Sanhedrin, and to have died eighteen years before the destruction of Jerusalem. A man of permanent renown among the Jews”.
 Chuck Smith adds, “Interestingly enough, this is the Gamaliel of which Paul was a prize student. In some of the early writings that were discovered, Gamaliel said of Paul that he only had one difficulty with Paul as a student. He said that he was an extremely zealous student. His only difficulty was providing him with enough books. He was a real bookworm. And Gamaliel had difficulty just providing him with sufficient numbers of books because of his tremendous thirst for knowledge.”
 (Acts 22:3 reveals that Gamaliel taught Paul.)
· v.36 – Theudas was “an imposter who instigated a rebellion which came to a wretched end in the time of Augustus: Acts v. 36. Josephus (antt. 20, 5, 1) makes mention of one Theudas, a magician, who came into notice by pretending that he was a prophet... Accordingly many interpreters hold that there were two insurgents by the name of Theudas”.

· v.37 – Judas of Galilee was “a man who at the time of the census under Quirinus, excited a revolt in Galilee.”
 This revolt took place in A.D.6, and was described by the historian, Josephus. Those who followed this Judas became “the Zealots.”

· v.40 – They flogged/beat the apostles, and ordered them not to speak in Jesus' Name.
· v.41 – The apostles went away rejoicing that they were considered worthy of suffering shame for His Name! What would my/your reaction have been? 
· Matthew 5:10-12 – Rejoice, and αγαλλιάω, ah-gah-lee-AH-o, ‘be glad’ or ‘extremely joyful’!
· Luke 6:22-23 – Rejoice, and σκιρτάω, skeer-TAH-o, ‘leap for joy’!
· v.42 – Every day – both in the temple as well as from house to house – the apostles continued preaching and teaching The Messiah Jesus. Do we continue preaching Jesus?
Let’s pray
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Read Acts 4:18-20, Acts 5:27-32, and Romans 13:1-7
What does Scripture teach us about obeying authority?                                                        Is it ever acceptable to disobey the government? If so, when?
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� (φόβος μέγας, PHAH-boss MEH-gass)


� The Greek verb here is πειθαρχέω, pay-thar-KHEH-o, meaning ‘to listen to, to obey.’


� Thayer's Greek English Lexicon of The New Testament, by Joseph H. Thayer, p.108, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., Eighth Printing – March 2007.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/comm_view.cfm?AuthorID=1&contentID=7169&commInfo=25&topic=Acts" �http://www.blueletterbible.org/commentaries/comm_view.cfm?AuthorID=1&contentID=7169&commInfo=25&topic=Acts� 





� Thayer’s., p.289.


� Ibid., p.306.


� Ryrie Study Bible, Expanded Edition, New American Standard Bible 1995 Update, Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D.,  


       ©1986, 1995 by The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. Acts 5:37 study note, p.1736.





