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· If The Lord has placed it upon your heart to share in their ministry, did you remember your dollar for The Voice of The Martyrs? (Find out more on this awesome ministry at: persecution.com) 
Read Acts 6-7:8 
Servants were needed to overlook the daily distribution of food, and so the twelve said that seven men should be selected to oversee that task (6:3). The seven were to be men of good reputation, and full of Spirit and of wisdom. Could such things be said about us – that we are men who have a good reputation, that are full of Spirit and of wisdom? We all have some sort of reputation: the question is, is it good or bad?   In v.5 – Stephen is identified as a man full of faith, and of The Holy Spirit; and v.8 declares that Stephen was full of grace, and full of power. 
God's word continued to spread (v.7), the number of the disciples kept increasing greatly, & a lot of the priests started obeying the faith… God’s church continued to grow! By the grace and help of God, Stephen was doing a great job in his ministry - but not all were so thrilled with him. Acts 6:9 mentions a group of people called ‘the Freedmen,’ who were “Jewish freedmen, or descendants of men freed from slavery, from the various places mentioned in the verse. They had their own synagogue in Jerusalem.”
 These men arose and they argued with God’s servant, Stephen, but “they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking” (6:10, NASB)! And so, they put up some men to accuse Stephen of blasphemy. We see a similar thing also displayed in the life of The Messiah… opponents couldn’t cope with Jesus’ wisdom or His Spirit, and so what did they do? Accused Him of blasphemy! When unable to beat someone with logic or wisdom, bring false charges against them – it’s an age-old technique! 
As you live your life for Jesus and stand up for righteousness, those who hate the light will also apply similar techniques in order to try and silence you. Speak simply and factually about the historicity of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and people may bring up the crusades and accuse you of wanting to ‘convert people with the sword.’ Simply state the medical and scientific fact that human life begins at fertilization/conception, and people will accuse you of being some sort of narrow-minded chauvinist who ‘wants to keep women shackled to a life of poverty and despair.’  ?    When people can’t beat you with reason, they will attempt to beat you with lies, or with their fists. Not much has changed over the years! They couldn’t refute Jesus, so they lied about Him, and then killed Him. And they couldn’t refute Stephen, and so they lied about him and killed him, too. We ought not to expect any better treatment than they received. 
Stephen then (7:2) goes into a marvelous narration of Israel’s history. He begins with the story of Abraham, mentioning how The God of Glory (cool title for our Lord!) appeared to Abraham and told him to leave his relatives & go to a land that He would show him. Did you catch that? God didn’t tell him where – all He told Abraham was that He would show him where. Let’s flip over to Hebrews 11:8 for more about this.       Then, read Acts 7:2-7 again.
· Think about how much faith Abraham had in YHWH (The LORD)! He trusted God enough to follow Him regardless of where he would wind up. How about in our lives? Would we really follow The Lord if He told us to leave our relatives and just get up and follow Him to the place He would eventually show us? We may never hear such a call from God in our lives as He gave to Abraham, but think of it in this way: what about the fact that Jesus calls us to follow Him, regardless of where we end up? I know, I know, we’ll follow Him someday, but we’re too busy now. We have to finish this thing or that thing, go here or there, do this or that… we have to make all of our own plans first, and then – someday… somehow – we’ll eventually start following Jesus. ! In the words of Creedence Clearwater Revival (a band from way back when), ‘some day never comes.’
· Some people have accused The Bible of promoting ruthlessness and savagery because of acts such as how the Jews under Joshua went into Jericho and killed everyone and everything with the sword (Joshua 6:21; Deuteronomy 20:16-18). However, before accusing God (which is not a smart thing to do!) of being brutal and cruel, we need to back up in history some. God called Abraham to leave his own land, and to go to the place that He would show him. Abraham obeyed God, and The Lord brought him to Canaan (Israel). However, it was not until hundreds of years later that the Jews under Joshua would come in waging warfare. Why? Let’s turn back to Genesis 15:13-16 to find a very important answer. God gave the people of that land hundreds of years to repent! God Is indeed a God of Mercy and Grace, but He Is also a God of Justice and Judgment. He gives people satisfactory time to seek Him and to repent of their sins… in fact, He goes overboard in His kindnesses to us. However, if we defiantly stand against The Lord and want nothing to do with Him or His ways, there comes a time indeed when He says no more. It’s best to be at peace with Him now and stay at peace with Him! Sadly, many plan to ‘wait until they’re older’ to find God… they sure better hope they make it to such an age.
Thoughts to consider:
1. What is my reputation like? 
· What do people say about me? 
· What does God say about me?
2. Do we expect to be treated better than Jesus and Stephen were?
3. Do we trust God?   
· Enough to follow Him, no matter what He says or where He leads us? 
· Do we really trust God for tomorrow? 
· Do we really trust Him for today?
Let’s pray
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Read Genesis 18:16-33
1. What does this passage teach us about The Nature of God? 

2. What does it teach us about Abraham’s relationship with God?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Read Genesis 22 
How does this passage show Abraham’s faith?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
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