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June 27th, 2009
Part 2

· If The Lord has placed it upon your heart to share in their ministry, did you remember your dollar for The Voice of The Martyrs? (Find out more on this awesome ministry at: persecution.com) 
Read Acts 6:8-7:60
Last study we discussed the lives of Stephen and Abraham, two righteous men of God. Acts 7 records how Abraham went from Mesopotamia to Haran to Israel… we can read that and think, “Yeah, so what?”, but that was quite a looong trek! From Ur in Mesopotamia to Haran might have been around a 700 mile journey – and from Haran to the area around Jerusalem in Israel may have been about a 500 mile hike! Google™ maps says that from Ur to Haran would be something like walking from the Eat’n Park here in Wexford to out past Nashville, TN! And from Haran to the area around Jerusalem in Israel would be something like walking from Eat’n Park here to Charlotte, N.C.! Abraham was a man of faith, and he obeyed God and followed Him, although he didn’t know beforehand where he would end up. He simply trusted God, and obeyed. Can we do the same?

We also read the account of Joseph, who – by all human standards – had just about everything go wrong for him. His brothers sold him, and he was taken to a foreign country (Egypt). He was later falsely accused of trying to sleep with his master’s wife, and then thrown into jail. After helping interpret dreams for other prisoners, Joseph himself remained bound and more-or-less forgotten while in prison… man! You talk about bad! But Joseph didn’t sit around moaning about how miserable his life was – he lived righteously and took care of things day by day. Joseph is a great lesson for us! Even many years later when The Lord had brought him to a high place of authority, he dealt kindly with his brothers and forgave them. Joseph said that it was God Who had sent him to Egypt in order to save lives… wow! Can we view even the terrible things in our lives as actions which Christ can use for His glory and the good of many? Can we really believe Romans 8:28, or is that verse just to comfort other people?
Acts 7 shows the sad cycle that the Israelites repeated again and again – God was Gracious to them, but they turned away from Him. What about us? Do we too keep slipping back into the ways of the world? Why? Verse 39 says that the Israelites were not willing to obey God – are we willing? – and that they turned back unto Egypt in their hearts… do we? In v.51, Stephen accused the religious council of having stiff-necks (not willing to bow), and he said that they were uncircumcised in their hearts and ears… they may have been physically circumcised, but their ears and hearts showed no signs of obedience to God. And Stephen also said that they continually resisted The Holy Spirit. What about us? Do we have hearts soft towards God, and ears open to hear and obey Him? Do we resist His Holy Spirit?
And yet, while these very same men were stoning Stephen to death, what did he do? He prayed that The Lord might not hold their sin against them! Flip over to Luke 23:34. Forgiveness is not an easy part of the Christian walk, but we have an example put before of us of amazing forgiveness… may The Lord give us hearts to forgive our enemies - even at the very moment when they are putting us to death! Such love and forgiveness come from God, and from God Alone. 
Let’s pray
Notes/Thoughts:  
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Read Deuteronomy 18:15-19
What does this prophecy about Jesus teach us?
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