The Personhood of The Holy Spirit
Recently a sister in our fellowship sent me an email regarding a question she had about the word ‘spirit/Spirit’ in the Greek. Now, before launching into things, let me make clear that I am still studying Greek and am by no means a scholar. However – all glory to God – by His grace I think that I do have a certain amount of knowledge about the Greek language, and I thus become rather enraged when ignorant and stupid people try to use the language to ‘prove’ their heresies. Anyways, I thought this issue might be interesting to some of you cats out there and so that’s why I’m sending it. Jude 3 speaks of contending earnestly for the faith, and so let’s do some scrappin’! Ecclesiastes 3:7-8 – there’s a time for speaking, and also a time for war.
My sister’s question was regarding a “pastor’s” statement that the word ‘Spirit’ in Greek (πνευμα, pronounced PNYOO-mah) is always a feminine noun. The pastor went on to say that his Greek ‘teacher’ in college said that we can refer to the Spirit at ‘She,’ but never as ‘He’ or ‘It.’ This pastor’s name is Jon M. Walton. Why do I name him? Because Scripture mentions people in the wrong by name, much to the chagrin of lots of people in today’s church who love to whip out the “don’t touch The Lord’s anointed” verse. Yes, we must be very careful about judging wrongly, and very careful about how we bring things up to our leaders and how we speak of them. But the great danger in pulling out the “don’t touch The Lord’s anointed” verse is that by saying that, you are already insinuating that the person in question is indeed the very anointed of God; and woe be unto to you if you’re wrong. 
In the topic at hand, I can say with a very clear conscience that I in no way believe “pastor” Walton to be the anointed of God; no pastor in their right mind would make such an idiotic statement during their sermon and also publish it on the web for the whole world to see. A man who claims that the Spirit ought to be called ‘She,’ and never ‘He’ is without question not the anointed of God. To debate over the exact definition of predestination is one thing – as is discussing different views concerning when Christ will return. But to teach your church, and then the whole world via the internet, that the Spirit is a ‘She’ is absolute blasphemy. (And a little more searching on their web site reveals that their associate pastor lists yoga as an enjoyment of hers. That oughta’ say enough right there.)  I don’t know these people’s hearts, but what kind of crap is going on in their church? Could you imagine Paul or John the Baptist sitting in their church and hearing that the Spirit is a “She,” and also finding out that their associate pastor was into yoga?
Jon M. Walton has absolutely no clue what he’s talking about, to say the least. First off, and perhaps the most elementary matter of the whole thing, is that 'Spirit/spirit' in Greek is NOT a feminine noun - it's neuter. I'm by no means a scholar, but this is a kindergarten matter for anybody that has ever studied Greek. There are three genders in Greek - masculine, feminine, and neuter. Pneuma, meaning spirit/Spirit/breath is neuter. Walton has just put himself in the same class as the person who believes that the correct way to spell ‘yes’ in English is actually "uxaziyorehhafhitss." That's how absolutely and incredibly stupid his point is.  ...This has nothing to do with theology (although he seems to be reading his into it) – this is a simple linguistic matter. Pneuma is neuter, and not feminine.  
 

And onto the bigger matter – Walton is heretically wrong if his gist is to 'show' that The Holy Spirit should be called, 'She.' Even the Jehovah’s Witnesses are more 'scholarly' in their blasphemy when they demand that Pneuma be rendered as 'It,' since Pneuma is a neuter noun in Greek. So again, let's realize that this pastor who we’re dealing with here - on merely linguistic principles - has already spouted forth dumber teaching than even the JWs have on this point. (Layman's translation: that means that this teaching is extra dumb.) JWs are wrong too in their 'interpretation' of Pneuma, and i'm only using them to show the absurdity of Walton's position. 
Yes, pneuma (spirit/Spirit/breath) is a neuter word in Greek - and so is child. So I guess that this authoritatively shows that every child is really neither male nor female... they are just its! And to think that human history has been so deceived for thousands of years in believing that a child can be male or female... oh, the deception! And as a matter of fact, to my knowledge there are at least two Greek words for child: and they are both neuter nouns! So I guess that this really shows that children are its, and not male or female, since both words are in the neuter form and therefore give special emphasis to this fact. (Wait ‘till the rest of the world learns this astonishing truth – just think of all the headlines that’ll be in the papers; we’re gonna’ be r i c h!)
If this pastor meant to try and ‘raise women’s status’ by his comments, his words actually have locked himself into a very unflattering theology concerning women. And here's why: 
· The claim is that pneuma is 'she,' although it's really a neuter noun, not a feminine one. But okay, fine - let's go with his ‘logic.’ From now on, we will translate all neuter Greek nouns as being feminine. However, this paints a rather unflattering picture of the female sex, because the word in Greek for demon is also in fact neuter. And so, by his reasoning, we must assert and teach that all demons are females. They are not male, nor its - every demon apparently must be a she, a female. To be consistent, pastor Walton’s rendering of pneuma as ‘she’ also means that every single demon is in fact a she. Wow! And to think that this speaker perhaps believes that he is actually vindicating the female sex... LOL!
Anybody that has ever studied a foreign language knows that though a noun may have a specific grammatical gender, that doesn’t necessarily mean that the object is literally that gender. For example, pen in Spanish is ‘pluma,’ and it’s a feminine noun. That does not mean that every pen in the world is literally of female, now does it? Of course not! Such reasoning is absurd even to think about. So why does this pastor try to assert that Spirit is feminine by gender? We already discussed how Walton’s not even correct in knowing the correct gender of the word (once again, pneuma is not a feminine noun – it’s a neuter noun); but in addition to that, his ‘logic’ is incredibly absurd. Let’s go with his ‘reasoning’ for a minute, and let’s analyze some other Greek nouns and their genders, shall we?
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Using Walton’s reasoning, ‘bread’ and ‘eye’ in Greek are literally masculine by gender. Thus, we can make the following sentences: ‘Did you ever try this bread? He (the bread) is really good for your health;’ and, ‘I got something in my eye, and he (the eye) really hurts.’ Also, we can safely conclude that all unrighteousness is in fact feminine – it’s not masculine, only feminine. All demons, infants, and children have no sex whatsoever… they are only its. However, since Walton translates neuter nouns such as ‘spirit’ to be a feminine noun, we can also apply this rule and show that it’s also correct to say that every demon, infant, and child is a female. Perhaps the trickiest part is in examining the words which are related to the body. Using Walton’s method of ‘translation,’ we find that our bodies are a confusing mix of genders – and perhaps this is why we have so many gender identity questions nowadays… we must finally be realizing the truth after all these years! For in fact, your eye is male, your head is female, your body is neuter, your flesh is feminine, your ear is neuter, your voice is female, your face is neuter, your hand is female, your mouth is an it, and your heart is female. But remembering Walton’s ‘principle,’ we can also translate all the neuter words to also be feminine – whatever proves your individual beliefs best.
 

And I personally just love the line from his ‘sermon’ where he said that he remembered his Greek teacher in college saying that pneuma should be referred to as She, and never as He or It.  Ooh - Ahh! Ooh - Ahh! A college teacher is mentioned, and so it must be right! Now we have the credentials certified. Walton’s instructor was a teacher, and they taught in college, and - they taught Greek. And so of course that means that his teacher had no biases whatsoever, and that everything they said and taught was true and correct, because - after all, the instructor was a teacher, they taught in college, and they taught Greek. Wow! Amazing!   
…This is why in many regards, the realm of academia means nothing at all. Please allow me to boast a bit of my deficiencies. I have no college degree whatsoever, yet alone a degree in Greek. But do you mean to tell me that Walton (who is both a ‘pastor’ and some form of ‘Dr.’) and his college Greek teacher are so incredibly ignorant of such an elementary principle in the Greek language as to what gender the noun pneuma is? Let me make a comparison. What would you think of a pastor, doctor, or college professor of the English language who taught people that ‘yes’ is a verb, or that the plural of ‘woman’ is really ‘womanz,’ and for an example taught the following sentence: ‘I speaked with much womanz in the growssree stor.’ You obviously would probably not hold them up as a shining example of education in our modern world, now would you? (Though of course some schools nowadays would award that person for that sentence because of their effort, and because they were really trying in their heart.)  PUH-LEEZ!  

‘Pastor’ Walton: it’s all Greek to you!

Let God be True and every man (and woman) a liar!

jason

 
 

For additional information, check out an article my brother and friend, Tim Martin, wrote:
http://www.watchman.org/jw/watchtowerholyspirit.htm 
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