Eternal Security

 
This is an issue which has been debated for years upon end, and solid believers who love and serve Jesus have differing viewpoints on whether or not one can lose their salvation. This is quite obviously a very big and very important topic, and so with God's help, I'll try to briefly share what I believe The Scripture teaches on this subject. 
  
First and foremost, I think we need to examine why we are asking whether we can lose our salvation or not. In my humble opinion, perhaps dwelling on this question is starting off on the wrong path to begin with. For example, should a husband ask, "How many times can I beat the tar out of my wife before she divorces me?" No, of course not! If he loves her, there's no need for him to ask such a question; he loves her, and therefore will not use her as a punching bag. And so, in one sense, why are we even bringing up the issue? If we love God and believe in Jesus Christ, we have absolute certainty and assurance of eternal life. And so, in one sense, what is the purpose in even bringing up the subject? 

 

An important clarification to make is concerning the terminology we so often use. As my pastor Kevin Mallon has pointed out, you cannot “lose” your salvation the same way that you lose your car keys. That is to say, it’s not like you’re saved one day, but wake up the next morning alienated from God and without salvation, yet have no clue as to how that happened. 
The Scripture is abundantly clear that by putting your faith in Jesus Christ, you have (present tense) eternal life. God has thus promised, and Scripture assures us that it’s impossible for Him to lie. You are in His Hand, and nobody can snatch you out. He will never leave you nor forsake you – He’ll never desert or walk away from you.
That foundation having been laid, I do believe that Scripture shows that you can walk away from that salvation. No, we cannot ‘lose’ or salvation meaning that we’ve misplaced it, or don’t where it is at the moment. But I think that The Bible very clearly teaches that you can walk away from Christ and depart from the faith.
Why? Well, in several different places The Scriptures warn us about not falling away – which, as I see it, indicates that you can indeed fall away. Think of it this way: we tell people not to do things that they can do; we don’t tell them to do things that they can’t. For example, I might tell you, ‘Don’t forget to call Mike,’ because you can in fact call Mike. But there would be no point in my telling you, ‘Don’t jump over my house,’ or, ‘Don’t juggle my refrigerator, stove, and washer and dryer.’ Why? Because those things are impossible, and so there would be no reason to tell you not to do them. 
And so if we see that Scripture clearly speaks about the importance of abiding/remaining in Christ (John 15), and that it strongly admonishes us to not fall away from the faith (check out Hebrews 3-6), I think that automatically shows that we can leave the faith. If we couldn’t fall away from the faith anyway, then why would God urge us to not fall away? 

There are several people who will argue that those who fall away ‘were never truly saved in the first place,’ but I think that there are two big problems with that kind of reasoning. 
First and foremost, although 1 John 2 does say that some went out because they weren’t really of us in the first place, I don’t think that you can apply that to all who have walked away and assert that, ‘well, they were never really in Christ to begin with.’ Take for instance, John 15 - Yeshua speaks of branches in Him which don’t bear fruit and thus are taken away, thrown away, and cast into the fire and burned. That clearly shows that, number one – the branches were in Him, and number two – that they were thrown away and burned. I think it requires quite a lot of semantical gymnastics to try and argue against the plain reading of this text. And in addition, Hebrews 6 shows that people who have been made partakers of God’s Holy Spirit can indeed fall away. Once again, I think it takes a lot of redefining to try and assert that those people were ‘never really saved in the first place.’ 
And secondly, once you start looking at people in terms of ‘never really saved in the first place,’ it begs the question – well, how do you know if you are truly saved yourself? The way that many people try to ‘prove’ to themselves that they are indeed really saved only brings them into an almost works-based-salvation mindset; and one can see why. If we start labeling some as ‘never really in the family from the get-go,’ then that automatically invites suspicion into the certainty of our own membership in the family. And so many people choose to ‘ensure’ their salvation and in turn slip into legalism and a works-based relationship with The Lord. And additionally, they must live with the lingering thought of, ‘If I backslide in the future, then that will mean that I was never really a genuine believer in the first place, and so all that I’m doing now in my Christian walk might not even be right in God’s sight, because I’ll be shown to have never really been a believer anyway.’ If anything, I think that sort of reasoning makes one even more uncertain of their eternal security.
I understand that this subject is very big and important, and that there are obviously many other Scriptures that pertain to salvation, remaining in Christ, and so on. But this article only intends to be a short look into this subject, and to give a brief answer as to what I believe God’s word teaches on this matter. 
And I reiterate that there are firm believers who love and serve Jesus Christ but hold different viewpoints on this subject. Remember that this is an ‘in-house’ debate, so to speak.
But I want to again assert that discussing and debating about whether or not a true believer can ‘lose their salvation’ is – in my humble opinion – a rather strange thing. Of course it behooves us to understand what The Scripture teaches on this subject; of that, there is no question. But I think that at times we let this subject turn into a rather strange question, such as the example given at the beginning of this article: ‘How many times can a husband beat the tar out of his wife before she divorces him?’ I don’t know, and I don’t want to know. Why are we even asking such a question? The husband is to love & cherish his wife - so why would he even contemplate such a question? His instructions are simple: love your wife, and don’t beat her.
Love Jesus, follow and serve Him, and you have nothing to fear. It’s really quite simple. 
I don’t want to even begin thinking things like, ‘If I were to walk away from Jesus Christ, how far could I walk before I cross the line and lose my salvation, if that’s even possible?’ Why am I even asking myself such a question? 
I don’t want to fall away from Jesus, I don’t want to grieve The One Who shed His Precious Blood for me, and I don’t want to turn away from Him Who has been Nothing But Good to me. 
And so – by His grace and goodness, and according to His promise - I have eternal security. 
End of discussion! (
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