2 Corinthians 4:16-6:10

Reminders:

· Remember to pray for the group going to Jamaica! They leave early Sunday morning and return the following Sunday.

· Bible Reading Sunday Night, 7PM, at Calvary Chapel Pittsburgh: Genesis 31-36

· Wednesday, 7:30 PM here at Marilyn's: time of prayer for the team in Jamaica

Tonight we’ll study a well-known passage of Scripture which has many truths for us to ponder. Perhaps you're part of the group soon heading to Jamaica – or perhaps your mission for this coming week will be right here in Pittsburgh. In either case, this beautiful section of Scripture has much to teach us; let's hear what our God would speak to us this evening!

Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-6:10

1. Things temporal, things eternal  

· What's seen is temporal – what's unseen is eternal. (4:18)

· Which things are you looking at? (4:18)

2. The life ahead is far better

· Our outer man decays! (4:16, 5:1-4)

· Earthly tent, or eternal building from God! (5:1)

· Tent analogy 

· Our afflictions are only light and momentary! (4:17)

· But they're still afflictions, and we indeed groan and are burdened (5:4)

· What's mortal shall be swallowed up by life; God prepared us for that very purpose! (5:4-5)

3. Living for Him

· Walking by faith, not by sight (5:7)

· What's our ambition? To be pleasing unto The Lord! (5:9)

· We'll appear before Christ's judgment seat and shall be recompensed for things we've done. (5:10)

· Know the fear of The Lord! (5:11, Job 28:28, Proverbs 1:7, Proverbs 9:10, Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)

· Christ's love controls us (5:14-15)

· No longer live for yourself – live for Jesus, Who died and rose again on your behalf!

4. New creations

· If you are in Christ, you are a new creature/creation (5:17)

· The old is gone – the new has come! Hallelu-Yah!

5. Ambassadors for Christ

· God has reconciled us to Himself through The Messiah (5:18-19). 

· So we are ambassadors for The Messiah, for Jesus Christ! (5:20)

· On Christ's behalf, beg others to be reconciled unto God! (5:20)

· Don't receive God's grace in vain! (6:1)

· Now's the acceptable time – now's the day of salvation! (6:2)

6. Give no cause for offense

· Don't give any cause for offense – not in anything – in order that the ministry might not be discredited! (6:3-10)

· But rather, in all things, commend/prove/show yourself as a servant of God. (6:4)
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Review the six points we looked at this evening, and read through the Scriptures again.
 On another sheet of paper, write out some ways that you can apply these six points to your life.
