Galatians 4

Friday, 11/6/09
* Sunday Night, 7PM,  Bible Reading – Exodus 5-9

Let’s read chapter 4!
…but when the fullness of time came, God sent His Son. 

· God sent His Son's Spirit into our hearts, crying, “Abba – Father.” 

· Αββα is an Aramaic word meaning, ‘Father.’ Slaves weren’t permitted to call the head of the family by this word; ‘abba’ is almost equal to a personal name.
 

· I'm no longer a slave, but a son! And if a son, also an heir through God. 

v.8 – When I didn't know God, I was enslaved to those which are not gods by nature. People may make a bazillion different things and call them all ‘gods’ – but, by nature, those things are not gods.
· The unsaved are still enslaved: look upon them with pity, for their masters are so hard, cruel, and terrible! Is it any wonder that the unsaved world is so absolutely miserable and without hope when they have such an evil and terrible boss? Of course they live in misery, for they live shackled in chains - held captive by one only desiring to steal, kill, and destroy. But O! how Absolutely Wonderful and Good Is our Master unto His servants, slaves, and friends!
· v.9 – Now I know God; rather, I'm known by God! 
· Let’s read Matthew 7:21-23, and 1 Corinthians 8:3
v.16 – Had Paul become an enemy by speaking the truth/being honest with them all? 

· 1 Kings 18:17-18
· John the Baptist is another example. Speaking the truth does create enemies! 
v.19 – God wants Christ formed in us - Christ's Nature formed in us. This is God's will for us!
5:1 – Christ set us free for freedom; stand firm! And 5:13! 

· We are: free to love 

· And we are: free to serve 

· Once again – we are free; those outside of Christ are not. Let us look upon them with pity and compassion because of the terrible master to whom they’re enslaved. For despite their songs & stories, they aren’t free.
Let’s pray!
*THROUGH THE WEEK!* Read the following passages which speak about our being heirs: Romans 8:12-17, Titus 3:4-7, Revelation 21:7. And ponder this question: What does it mean that we are heirs of God?
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