2 Timothy - Game On!

Message 1 – Good News! Game On!

(:25)
By way of introduction, life is like a game, but so much more serious. To win is victory eternal, but to lose? Eternal loss and defeat. Several questions need answered: What is life? And who are you? Life is a kind of game, and you either win or lose. We need to play to win. We must get in shape, and then stay in shape. We need proper clothing – we need proper gear. And no hindrances. We are to follow Jesus. Game on! You gonna' win, or you gonna' lose? The choice is yours. 
Read 2 Timothy 1
vv.9-10 – this is Good News!

· Draw near to God, and He’ll draw near to you. James 4:8

· The Lord is near to everyone who calls on Him in truth – Psalm 145:18
· You’re as close to God as you want to be.
· God is either your worst enemy or your greatest Ally, depending on Whom you make Him out to be. Although we’ve made Him our enemy, He wants to reconcile us back to Himself. God has already done everything possible to reconcile you back to Him – the ball is now in your court. Will you accept His gift of Jesus Christ, or refuse and say, “No thanks.”
You want to know the truth? The wrath of God is already on those who don’t obey His Son, Jesus – John 3:36. many people have things all mixed up – they think it’s like they got a blank slate, and they may choose hell or they may choose Heaven. But the word of God has already testified that you’re under the wrath of God already if you are not obeying His Son. And Hell is real – if it’s not, then Jesus was a liar. You denying, rejecting, or ignoring the truth doesn’t change the truth. God tells us the truth because He loves us.

v.12 – Paul wasn’t ashamed ‘cos he knew Whom he had believed. What about us? Do we have confidence in God? Or are we ashamed of Him? Why are we so quick to update our FB relationship status, or play farkle or farmville, or laugh at all the funny posts and status updates - but hesitate to rep’ King Jesus?

· Some people may say that they know Jesus, but does Jesus know them? 
· The question isn’t merely whether or not you know Jesus, it’s whether or not Jesus knows you! Matthew 7:21-23, 1 Corinthians 8:3, Galatians 4:9
vv.13-14 – Retain / Guard! Would any good football running back run with the ball out for all to grab?

We have the absolute best news in the whole world!
Do we really believe it? 
And if we do, then why not share it?
Message 2 – Hindrances. Game On!

(:35)
Read 2 Timothy 2
vv.1-4

*Don’t get entangled!

· Can I...? ‘Can I survive on one piece of bread a day?’ ‘Can I run the Pittsburgh marathon dressed in a space suit, or wearing wooden clogs?’ I guess you can, but y?
· Matthew 5:29-30
· Christmas Story, Randy

· Hebrews 12:1! Notice the distinction… lay aside not only sin, but also the things which hinder you!
Backslide (2:11-19)

Slide. Where? Back

· # of peeps i've seen
· i'm not here for 'the winter fuzzies'
· Jeremiah, the weeping prophet.
· 2 Peter 2:20-22
Matthew 7:21-23 

Revelation 2:4-5

Jeremiah 2:1-7, 13, 19 

Jeremiah 3:12-13 

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I’d rather be His than have riches untold; 
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands; I’d rather be led by His Nail-Pierced Hand 
Than to be the king of a vast domain, Or be held in sin’s dread sway; 
I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today. 
I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause; I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause; 
I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide fame; I’d rather be true to His Holy Name 
He’s Fairer than lilies of rarest bloom; He’s Sweeter than honey from out the comb; 
He’s all that my hungering spirit needs; I’d rather have Jesus and let Him lead 
Than to be the king of a vast domain, Or be held in sin’s dread sway; 
I’d rather have Jesus than anything This world affords today. 

(I'd Rather Have Jesus - Rhea F. Miller, 1922)
Sadhu Sundar Singh  -  (1889-1929), Indian Christian missionary 
Singh was raised a member of the Sikh religion. Despite his family's pleas, bribes, and threats, Sundar wanted to be baptized in the Christian faith. After his father spoke words of official rejection over him, Sundar became an outcast from his people. He cut off the hair he had worn long like every Sikh man. Against great opposition, he was baptized on his birthday in 1905, in an English church. 
I have decided to follow Jesus; No turning back, no turning back. 

Though I may wonder, I still will follow; No turning back, no turning back. 

The world behind me, the cross before me; No turning back, no turning back. 

Though none go with me, still I will follow; No turning back, no turning back. 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus? No turning back, no turning back.

What is holding you back from being closer to Jesus Christ?
Message 3 – Sacrifice. Game On!

(:35)
Read 2 Timothy 3
· v.12!
Looking for soldiers!

Do you really need a Savior? Are you really that bad?
· Exodus 20:3, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17
· 1 John 3:15, Matthew 5:27-28
· So based on what GOD says (‘cos His is the only opinion that counts anyways), what are you, & what am i? ___ (Idolater, adulterer, murderer…) Wretched & wicked sinners, right?
· What does God says about sin? Romans 6:23
Please close your eyes and listen as I read His word!

Romans 3:23-24

Matthew 10:22, 24-39

Luke 9:23-26
14:26-33

John 14:6
Acts 2:22-40

3:13-23 
4:10-12

5:29-32

13:28-38

17:22-31

Romans 10:9-13

John 3:16-18, 36

1 Corinthians 2:2

1 John 5:9-13

Tonight, God is offering you eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Will you accept His gift? 
God is not calling you to simply say some prayer, but then return to a life of sin.

Jesus’ call to you is, “Follow Me.” Will you follow Him tonight?

And will you continue to follow Him until He calls you Home?

Will you follow Jesus even if that means losing all your friends and all you own?
We are not here to strongarm you into something you don’t want to do.
It’s a very serious decision that you have to make – to accept Jesus Christ, or to reject Him.
And so when I dismiss you, you’re all going to walk back to your cabins in complete silence. 
You can then discuss these things once you’re back in your cabins.

Ponder God’s word you heard tonight. And ponder your eternal future. The choice is yours.
Perhaps you’ve already given your life to Jesus – tonight’s a good night to commit yourself to Him afresh.
Jesus is calling you. And His call is, “Follow Me.” 
Total silence now – you are dismissed. 
Message 4 – Follow Jesus! Game On!

(:30)
Read 2 Timothy 4

vv.6-8 – running to win! 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
You will NEVER regret a decision you made in your life to honor Jesus Christ.

· God honors those who honor Him (1 Samuel 2:30)

James 4:4
1 John 2:15-17

Jude 5
John 15:1-10
Practical advice – 
1. Get baptized. This is a command in the word of God, not an option. And The Book of Acts shows that it was done very soon after believing. Not getting baptized is disobedience to Jesus.
2. Read your Bible and pray daily. You need to let God talk to you, and you need to talk to Him.
3. Get The Bible on mp3, CD, cassette, whatever! NASB mp3 audio Bible for example is $15.99. Soak your mind with the truths of God. Satan will attack the truths you heard this weekend, and so you need to be able to refute his lies with God’s word.
4. You need to read through The New Testament with a believer who has been in the faith for some time; this is to get you grounded in the faith. One option for you to consider is that beginning next Sunday, I’m leading a NT read-through for new believers at our fellowship – we’ll meet Sunday afternoons from 1-3PM, and you are invited to join us as we read and discuss His word.
5. The leaders and volunteers love you guys very much! We are available to help you, so don’t be afraid to ask if you need encouragement or advice or whatever. Following Jesus is not always easy, and we want to help in any way we can – but we can testify that following Jesus is more than worth it! We have cell phones, e-mail, and many of us have Facebook too, so keep in touch!  
6. If The Lord blessed you with this retreat, first and foremost, thank HIM! And also thank Chris and the many others for their sacrifices. These study notes are posted on my music ministry website, which is trithproclamation.org – you can also listen to some of the music The Lord’s blessed me to do, as well as download lots of songs – it’s all free. I have a few CDs with me too, so if you like rap-meets-rock-meets-whatever, come up and see me.
It is been a great privilege and honor to speak here this weekend, and I give The Lord God all the glory for everything. Thanks to Chris and Steve for the invite, and for all of you who helped – the band, the counselors, and everyone else. And it’s been great meeting you guys, and I hope we all stay in touch & continue to grow in our knowledge of, and love for, our Lord Jesus Christ. He’s coming back, guys!

Let’s close with John 21:15-22
Jesus' call was never to just say a prayer... but rather, He told people, “Follow Me.” 
And that's His same call to you and I today. 
Pray

