The Book of Jacob
· A little bit of Bible trivia to stump your friends... there is no Book of James! In the Greek, it's The Book of Jacob!

· Written around A.D. 45, The Book of Jacob was the first NT Book written.

· Written to the scattered Jews (1:1). 
· Church tradition says that the Jacob (James) who wrote this letter was Jesus' brother; there was another Jacob, who was John's brother.

Chapter 1
v.1 - Jacob confesses that he is a slave of God, and of The Lord Jesus Christ. The Greek word δουλος means 'a bondman, a slave,' but it meant a person who was born a slave - not one taken in warfare. We too are 'born' slaves of God, being adopted into God's family through faith in Jesus Christ. Yes, we are God's sons and daughters, but we're also His servants and slaves. However, we're slaves by choice. 

· Exodus 21:1-6. Like verse 5 says, we love our Master, and our decision is to serve Him forever.

v.2 - Consider it to be all joy when facing various trials/temptations. We'll see more about this subject in v. 12.

v.3 - Faith-testing produces steadfastness/endurance/patience. Know that! 

· 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.

· We can either evaluate God in light of our circumstances, or we can evaluate our circumstances in light of God.
v.5 - If you're lacking wisdom, simply ask God. The tense in the Greek teaches that we should keep asking. God is 'The Giving God, The Freely-Giving God.' God gives to all simply/absolutley, and He doesn't reproach (accuse/rebuke) or upbraid (severely rebuke/scold/condemn). Keep asking God, and He will give wisdom to you! Why do we so quickly run to people and ask for their opinion, but delay to sit at His feet and ask Him for wisdom? 
· Proverbs 2:1-11!
v.6 - We are to ask (keep asking) in faith, with absolutely no doubting. We can either trust that what God says in His Word is true, or we can focus on how we 'feel.' 

· Hebrews 11:6.

· The person who doubts is like the sea's surf (the rough water, the waves), which the wind drives and tosses.

v.7 - In Greek, 'that' in 'that man' is emphasized, and 'man' here is the general word for man, as in 'person.' That man/person shouldn't suppose, think, or believe they'll receive anything from The Lord. 

v.8 - The doubter is a man who is double-minded/wavering. For some reason, the Greek word for 'man' here is ανηρ, which specifically means a male. The doubter is unsettled/unstable/

· fickle/unsteady – in all his ways.

v.10 - The rich person will, as the flower of the grass, pass away. The Greek tense says 'pass away completely.' If you're rich, honor God with the wealth that He has given you, and know that you too are mortal just like all the rest.

· Job 14:1-2; Psalm 62:9
v.12 - The man (for some reason, the Greek word here also is ανηρ, specifically meaning a male) who perseveres under trial is blessed - the Greek word μακαριος means 'to be envied, happy, blessed, fortunate.' Once that man is approved, he shall receive the crown of life which The Lord has promised unto them that love Him. 

v.13 - God can't be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone.

v.14 - Our own lust: carries us away, entices us, and tempts us. 'Enticed' comes from the Greek word δελεαζω, meaning 'to allure, entice by bait, to catch.'

vv.15-16 - Lust conceives, and gives birth unto sin. And when sin is brought to completion, it brings forth death. If it helps, you can remember this progression as 'LSD' – lust, then sin, then death. 
· Don't be deceived! ('Deceived is from πλαναω – to wander, to err, to stray, to roam about.)

· 1 Corinthians 10:13
· Hebrews 2:17-18
· Hebrews 4:14-16!
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