The Book of Jacob
Keep in mind... Our English Bibles mistakenly call this 'The Book of James;' in Greek, the name is Jacob, not James. This Book of Scripture was written around A.D. 45 - the first NT Book written. Jacob wrote to the scattered Jews (1:1). Church tradition says that the Jacob (James) who wrote this letter was Jesus' half-brother. 
Chapter 1
v.17 - All good things that are given - all perfect gifts are from above. They come down from The Father of the lights, with Whom there's no variation, change, or shadow of turning. 
· Malachi 3:6-7 (also Hebrews 13:8). 
· O believer! Remember that you serve The Same God Who enabled Sarah to conceive; The One Who brought His people through the Red Sea; Who answered Elijah and demonstrated Himself to be The True God; Who saved Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego, and Daniel; Who raised Jesus from the dead; Who brought Peter out of prison; and Who did so much more. This is our God today!
v.19 - Every person needs to be quick to hear/listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger. The word for 'anger' is οργη (or-gay), and can also be translated as 'wrath, violent passion/emotion.' Be quick to listen and slow to speak; as I've heard said before, we have two hears and one mouth for a reason! We are called to be patient and slow to anger, for such is our Lord. Praise be to God that He's more patient with people than we are! Some incorrectly believe that anger is wrong – Scripture does not say that. God's Word says we are called to be slow to anger, but anger - in and of itself - is not 'wrong.' What's crucial is what we do with our anger.
v.20 - For some reason, the Greek word for 'man' here is ανηρ (ah-nair), which specifically means a male. 
v.21 - Put aside everything filthy – put aside abundant malice. Humbly receive The Word. 
v.22 - Be a doer of The Word, not just a hearer who deludes themselves. The tense in Greek tells us to 'keep becoming' a doer of The Word. The Greek word for 'delude' is παραλογιζομαι (pah-rah-logg-eedz-o-mai), and means 'to cheat by untrue reasoning, to deceive, to mislead by cunning.' Don't cheat, deceive, or mislead yourself! Simply let us do what God's Word says. Matthew 7:21-23.
v.25 - Look intently into the law that's perfect. The law is one of liberty. Abide by that law, be a doer, and you'll be blessed in what you do. Blessed - the Greek word μακαριος (mah-kah-ree-ahs) means 'to be envied, happy, blessed, fortunate.' 
v.26 - If you think you're 'religious,' but don't bridle your tongue, you deceive your heart... your religion has no worth. The Greek word meaning 'to bridle' is χαλιναγωγεω (khah-lee-nah-go-geh-o), and can also be translated 'to restrain, to keep in check, to curb.' Keep your tongue in check! The Greek word for 'worthless' is ματαιος (mah-tai-ahs), and means 'foolish, idle, thoughtless, not real, ineffectual, not productive;' such is the religion of the person who can't bridle their tongue. 
v.27 - Religion that's pure and undefiled in God The Father's sight is this: visit orphans and widows in their distress/affliction, and keep yourself unstained/undefiled by the world. The Greek tense for 'visiting' expresses 'being in the habit.' 
· Exodus 22:21-24
· Isaiah 1:17
· Psalm 68:5
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