    
    







    

      John 11
Friday, 4/3/09
One of the themes that we’ll be focusing on tonight is how people continually misunderstood and doubted Jesus. And I suppose that when we honestly look at our own lives, we can find the same tendencies within us as well. 
Let’s read John 11

In v.4, Jesus said that Lazarus’ illness would not end in death, but would be for God’s glory, God’s praise, God’s honor. The most important thing of all, no matter where we find ourselves in life, is this: God is to be glorified in all things. We see in v.5 that Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. And yet, He permitted Lazarus to die. For as v.6 shows, after Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, He waited two days before heading towards Bethany.  

We must realize that there are times in our lives when we too must ‘die’ in order for God to be glorified. Are you ‘sick and close to death,’ so to speak, in some area of your life? Don’t be afraid! The God Who raised Lazarus from the dead can also bring you back to life. He may intervene before the actual ‘death,’ or – as the term ‘resurrection’ denotes – He may allow you to ‘die,’ that He may be glorified when He raises you back to life. 
· For the ambitious among you, a good study you can do this coming week is to read Isaiah 57:1-2 and ponder its message. What is The Lord teaching us there?
Jesus speaks about Lazarus being dead (‘he has fallen asleep’), but His disciples misunderstood Him... they thought Jesus was saying that Lazarus was simply sleeping, just like any normal person does. So, Jesus breaks it down simpler for them and explains that Lazarus had died. We then see a statement in v.16 which shows Thomas’ great dedication to his Master; Thomas thought that if Jesus was going to die, he and the others should go and die with Him too. They had just been reminding Jesus how the Jews wanted to stone Him, and so they knew the physical danger that might arise were He/they to return to Judea. But though death may have been awaiting them all, Thomas boldly stood by his Lord and spoke up that they should go with Jesus to die. It’s a shame that most people know Thomas only as ‘doubting Thomas.’ How would you like to be thought of and remembered two thousand years from now only as ‘doubting ___________’?! Yes, Thomas doubted The Lord. But I know for one that I’m certainly in no place to cast a stone about that. If I can trust Jesus with my eternal destiny, why do I so often doubt His help and provision for me today and tomorrow?  
v.18 – Bethany was very close to Jerusalem, about fifteen stadia away (a stadia was 607 feet, so fifteen of them would equal a distance of about 1.72 miles).
v.25 – The Greek here emphasizes the fact that Jesus is The Resurrection and The Life. He says, I am The Resurrection and The Life.  
v.26 – ‘All who live and believe in Me shall never die.’ In Greek, this is a strengthened form of the negative (ου μη, pronounced 'oo may'). So it's not just, ‘won’t ever die' – but we could perhaps translate it as, 'definitely won't ever die.' At the end of the verse, Jesus asks Martha, ‘Do you believe this?’ Literally, He asks her, ‘Are you believing this?’, that is to say, the verb form here (‘believing’) is present active indicative, meaning now. (It’s like asking, ‘Are you going to the store?’ instead of just, ‘Do you go to the store?’) Jesus asks Martha: Do you believe this now? How about us – do we believe vv.25-26? And do we believe those truths now? Can we answer like she did in v.27?
And note Martha and Mary’s honesty in v.21 and v.32. We must be careful to be reverent in our honesty with The Lord, but Scripture does record the words of sorrow and pain that many saints expressed. Martha, Mary, David, Job, and others provide interesting studies into how the people of God said some pretty shocking things as they went through their times of distress. We must be careful not to blame God or attribute wrongdoing to Him; but we must also realize that it is possible to be brutally honest with The Lord in our times of bitter pain and affliction. Your Great God understands you. 
v.33 records how Jesus was deeply moved in His Spirit, and that He was troubled. And even further, v.35 shows that Jesus wept. Did you know that God has emotions? Jesus wept, and Genesis 6:6 says that The Lord was grieved in His Heart. The verb here in John 11:35 (δακρυω, da KROO o) denotes silent weeping/shedding tears. It is to be distinguished from another verb which means to weep audibly, or cry as a child. That other verb is κλαιω (KLAI o), and is the verb used in Luke 19:41.
· For what it’s worth, John 11:35 is not the shortest verse in The Bible! Now - first things first - remember that verse and chapter divisions were printed in Bibles hundreds and hundreds of years after the originals were written. Once again, this is why we need to be careful when trying to count verse and chapter numbers and so forth. That being said, we must also remember that John 11 was not written in English - it was written in Greek. John 11:35 is sixteen letters in Greek. 1 Thessalonians 5:16 is only fourteen letters in Greek; and Job 3:2 is only thirteen letters in Hebrew.
vv.39-40 reveal yet another case of misunderstanding/doubt. Jesus says to remove the stone but Martha proceeds to explain how Lazarus would smell really bad by now. Jesus replies by reminding her how He had already told her that she’d see God’s glory if she would believe.  

The Lord promises great things to those who believe in Him. Our God can do all things, and He is nothing but Good. But just as we see in John 11, we need to believe in Him now and today. It’s wonderful to mentally assent to the fact that Jesus Christ can do all things.  But it’s quite another to believe and know that truth in your heart of hearts. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead around 2,000 years ago, and He still holds that same power today. Perhaps He will ‘come on time’ before you ‘die’ in whatever hard time you may presently be in. Or maybe - as in John 11 - He will wait a few days before coming to you and thus allow you to ‘die.’ When we are ‘dead’ and have ‘been in the tomb’ for a few days, it’s clear that there is no help outside the help of God. As long as we still have ‘life’ within us, we’ll be prone to forget His working once we ‘naturally’ recover. But when He allows us to ‘die,’ it will be unmistakable that new life comes by His Hand, and by His Hand Alone. Yes, He may ‘restore you to health’ before your ‘death,’ or He may delay a few days so as to assure that you’re dead indeed.  When we speak of ‘resurrection,’ we must remember that the word ‘resurrection’ implies a prior death. Let’s close with 2 Corinthians 1:8-10.
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