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                April 24th, 2009
Read John 12
Remember from our last study in John 11 how Jesus raised Lazarus, Mary and Martha's brother, from the dead. And here in John 12 we find Lazarus' family making a supper (can also be translated as 'feast' or 'banquet') for Jesus. Mary does an amazing and beautiful thing – she anoints Jesus with very expensive perfume. Judas (Iscariot) spoke up and asked why the perfume hadn't been sold for 300 denarii (equaling eleven months' wages
), and the money then given to the poor. So if the perfume was worth eleven months' wages, what does that tell you about Mary's love for Jesus? Would you - would I - be willing to spend eleven months of our own wages to display our love to and for Jesus? It’s very easy to say an immediate “Yes!”… but let’s look at a quick calculation! A Google™ search said that the current minimum wage in PA is $7.15 per hour. Take that and multiply it by 40 hours a week, and you get $286. Now, multiply $286 x eleven months (around 48 weeks), and you get $13,728. Would you spend around thirteen grand on a single act of love and devotion to Jesus? Now, consider that many PA workers make much more than minimum wage. Perhaps they make $10 an hour – that’s $400 a week… $19,200 for 48 weeks’ wages. The amount only gets higher the more many that you make. 
Note what v.6 shows – Judas’ question was because he was a thief, and he pilfered what was put into the money box. Two interesting things about that – first off, the Greek word for thief is κλέπτης, pronounced 'KLEP-tayss,' from which we get our words 'kleptomania' and 'kleptomaniac.'
 And the second and even more interesting thing is this: Judas was a thief. Jesus knew that, and yet, He allowed him to stay in ministry. As time went on, Judas' colors became clearer and clearer. The following is a rather sobering thing to ponder, but let's analyze what we see in Jesus' ministry – in even such a small group as twelve disciples, one of them was a Judas. We would be naïve to believe that we have no Judases in our churches. We see a Judas in Jesus' ministry, and there are still Judases in ministry today. We ought to keep our eyes open, but are not to be overly paranoid or eager to accuse and label others as Judases; I mention this just for something to keep in mind. The Bible clearly shows that there will be false teachers among us (2 Peter 2:1-3), and so we need to be vigilant and aware, though not conspiracy-theory fanatics that run around charging everyone else as being a ‘Judas.’ 

V.10 – Now, Lazarus himself was in danger 'cos (v.11) many Jews were believing in Jesus. Those who hate Jesus will also hate those in whom He is working.
Verse 13 – This is from Psalm 118:25-26 – let’s turn there.
· V.15 is taken from Zechariah 9:9 – let’s flip over to that Scripture as well.
V.17 – Do we continue to testify? Or has Jesus just become “old hat” to us?

Verses 25-26 – These are great truths to live by and often review! The one loving (can also be translated as 'having deep feeling for') his life/self will lose it, and the one hating his life/self in this world will keep it to life eternal. If you serve Jesus, you have to follow Him – and where Jesus is, there shall His servant be as well. If you serve Jesus, The Father will honor you. What precious truths! 
· Here’s a verse card to remind you of Jesus’ words. Put it on your fridge, next to your computer, in your car, or wherever else you’ll see it and remember what Jesus said!
Verses 27-28 – Such a rad focus! Jesus was more concerned with His Father being glorified than He was with being spared from His Own suffering. V.28 is a wonderful prayer that we can pray as well: ‘Father, glorify Your Name.’ Perhaps we’re in a time of trouble or difficulty, or maybe we’re on top of the mountain. In either case, ‘Father, glorify Your Name.’
V.32 – Jesus said that if He would be lifted up from earth (crucified), He would draw all men to Himself. I think it is a shame that some believers only quote certain verses of Scripture in order to teach and attempt to vindicate their own views. Yes, John 6:44 clearly says that no one can come to Jesus unless The Father draws him. But Jesus also said (John 12:32) that if He would be lifted up (crucified), He would draw all men to Himself. 
Verses 42-43 – Many of the rulers believed in Jesus, but they would not confess Him because they feared the Pharisees; these rulers loved the praise/glory/honor of men more than God's praise/glory/honor. Oh, those cowardly rulers! We would never do such a thing, now would we? Yes, we would, and we do. Want a simple test? Start using the word ‘God’ more in your vocabulary; you may see a little bit of surprise or disapproval in the faces of some, but generally speaking, people will be more or less tolerant. Then, replace ‘God’ with ‘Jesus,’ and see what happens! Most of us can tell people at work that we believe in God. But do we ever use sentences like this: ‘I live my life for Jesus Christ’?
V.44 – Jesus cried out. This Greek verb is κράζω (KRAHD-zo), which can also be translated 'cry out, shout, speak with a loud voice.' Some people mistakenly view Jesus as just some timid and soft-spoken man who would never raise His Voice.
Verses 47-48 – If anyone hears Jesus’ sayings and doesn't keep them, that person will be judged on the last day by what He spoke. You see, whether we like it or not, Jesus’ words are binding. The word for ‘keep’ in v.47 is φυλάσσω, foo-LAHSS-o, which means ‘to guard, care for, observe, take care not to violate, keep under guard, obey, follow.’ We must guard Jesus’ sayings, care for His sayings, observe His sayings, take care not to violate His sayings, keep His sayings under guard, obey His sayings, and follow His sayings.
· V.47 shows that Jesus didn't come to judge the world... He came to save it! Let's turn over to John 3:16-18 and read what God says there – as we read, pay special attention to v.17.

Let’s pray
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John 12, accompanying study


In John 12:42-43, we see that many of the rulers believed in The Lord Jesus, but they didn't confess Him. They loved man's praise rather than God's. And because of the Pharisees, the rulers wouldn't confess Jesus - they feared being being banished/excommunicated from the synagogue. This accompanying study focuses on living for God’s approval - may Yah use this to build and strengthen you in your most holy faith! Look up each of the following references and jot down what they say regarding pleasing God and having His approval, as well as anything else that really speaks to your heart!
Galatians 1:10 ___________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John 5:41-44 _____________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Thessalonians 2:4 _______________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 ______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hebrews 11:6 ____________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colossians 3:20 __________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________

Colossians 3:22-24 ________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colossians 1:9-12 _________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ephesians 6:5-8 __________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The word of The Lord endures forever!

1 Peter 1:25

 [image: image1.png]



�	New American Standard Bible, Updated Edition, NASB Text Edition, Copyright © 1997 by The Lockman Foundation, All rights reserved, p.83 (New Testament), footnote 1.


�    Webster’s New World™ Dictionary, Copyright © 1990, 1995 by Simon and Schuster Inc.





