May 1st, 2009
· No Sunday Night Bible Reading this week – Happy Mother's Day!
· Next Friday night is Community Night at Calvary Chapel 
Read John 13
v.1 – Jesus loved His own, and “He loved them to the end” (NASB). Despite all their shortcomings and failures, Jesus loved His own until the end. When we honestly read and study The Gospels, we are forced to admit that we have rather similar shortcomings as the disciples had - shortcomings and failures such as their desire to be first and greatest, their lack of faith, Peter’s denying Jesus, etc. And so we can take heart, for though they had shortcomings and failures in their lives, we see that Jesus loved them to the very end. Take Peter, for example: Jesus had invested love, time, and teaching in Peter for years; and here in John 13, Jesus washed the feet of the man who would soon deny even knowing Him (Matthew 26:74). Jesus loved Peter to the end. Though Peter would soon deny Him, Jesus would later restore him and used him mightily as a man of God through whom The Lord healed many people, & through whom came some of The New Testament writings. The Same God Who loved Peter - despite all his shortcomings and failures - Is The Very Same God Who Loves you!     
As we read through vv.1-18, we see what humility Jesus displayed – for here was The Son of God washing men's feet. 
· Let's flip over to Philippians 2:3-11, where we see more written about Jesus' amazing humility.  
Pastor Chuck Smith shares:
Jesus, knowing that this is it - this is the last time He'll be sharing a meal with the disciples - He took a towel and He girded Himself with it. A man girded with a towel was a bond slave. This was the sign of a slave, a slave of the lowest order. And Jesus took this towel and girded Himself with it. The disciples did not understand what He was doing. Why would He gird Himself with this towel? That's what a slave did… 
Now, in those days, serving another person was demonstrated by washing their feet. We don't live in the days of slavery anymore, and we don't live in the days of open sandals and dirt footpaths. So, washing a person's feet isn't a general kind of a practice at all in our culture. You might better fulfill this by going over and mowing your neighbor's lawn, or washing out his garbage pail. Its whole thrust is that I am not so great that I cannot serve you in your needs. And I should be willing to take the place of a servant to serve my brothers for the Lord's sake. I'm not too big to serve you. It's just taking that place of, "Hey, I'm not too big to do that"… 
 Now, Jesus, in essence, is saying, ‘Look, no task is beneath you. Serve one another. Take the attitude of a servant towards each other. Be willing to give yourself to serve another person's need. Don't put yourself on pedestals. Don't exalt yourself. Don't get so high and mighty that you begin to demand people to serve you. Look, I've set for you an example here. The example that I have set is for you to take the place of a servant’…
 Now, basically, He is talking to His disciples who were to be the first ministers in the church. And as a minister, you're not to get a glorified, exalted opinion of yourself in thinking that people ought to start waiting on you, because, after all, you're the minister... that they ought to bring you a cup of coffee when you come in, ought to 
come over and ask if they can do something for you, you know, and make you comfortable. After all, "I'm the minister." Unfortunately, many ministers get that kind of a mindset; that, "Because I'm the minister, I should be waited upon and taken care of." Not so. That isn't what the word minister implies at all. The word minister is the word ‘servant.’ And what it means is that I am the one that should be bringing you a cup of coffee, and bringing you a chair and taking care of you, making sure that you're comfortable. And whenever I think that I'm so high and mighty that you've got to wait on me, then I need to get into some other business. When I'm not willing to serve, and to take care of someone else's needs, then I've become bigger than my Lord and then I'm in big trouble. I don't have the same attitude as my Lord, and thus, I'm not His true representative. And so, this is the attitude of a servant. Jesus said, ‘Do you see what I've done? Now, if I, being your Lord and Master - and you call Me Lord and Master, and that's right - but if I, being your Lord, am willing to serve you, then you ought to be serving one another. Don't set yourself up on a pinnacle, don't set yourself up where you're waiting for men to serve you. You get out and you serve the needs of the world.’ God help us; we need more ministers who are servants. That's the true minister of Jesus Christ.

· Remember, Christian, you are not above your Master – you are not above The One Who sends you. Jesus was treated terribly... why do we expect better treatment than He received?
v.19 – You may notice an italicized He in your Bibles at the end of this verse... that’s because ‘He’ is not in the Greek text. Jesus said “I Am” (εγώ ειμι).
v.23 – ’The disciple whom Jesus loved.’ Who was he? See your Through-The-Week sheet to study more about him this week! 
vv.34-35 – Love is the proof to the world that we are Jesus' disciples (μαθητής, mah-thay-TAYSS – ‘disciple, follower, pupil’). Do we really want the world to know that we’re Jesus’ followers, that we’re His disciples? Then we must love each other! Jesus was specifically speaking to His followers in this passage. And thus, though we are obviously to also love the lost, Jesus here was specifically speaking about His disciples loving fellow disciples.
· v.34 – As HE loved us. How did He love us? And how should we love the brethren? 1 John 3:16!
· v.35 – If we love one another as He loved us, ALL will know that we’re His followers! As the song declares, ‘they will know we are Christians by our _______.’
vv.36-38 – Don't argue with, or contradict, Jesus! Let's also read Matthew 26:31-35 & Luke 22:31-34.
Remember that when The Books of The Bible were written, they didn't have chapter or verse references. The chapter divisions we commonly use today were first used in The Wycliffe English Bible of 1382, and The New Testament wasn't divided into standard numbered verses until perhaps 1555. 
 This means that we should use caution when trying to read too much into the chapter and verse numbers and what this or that may or may not mean - and it means that though chapters and verses were added to help people locate specific points, The Bible was originally written without them. 
The chapter division here as we head into John 14 is - in my opinion - not the best. Let's read through John 13:36-14:6 as I think that the (added) chapter division actually somewhat disrupts the flow in Jesus' speech. 

Let’s pray
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John 13:23
’The disciple whom Jesus loved’
Who was he? There are different opinions on who this person was, but the evidence seems to point to John the Apostle/Disciple. Consider the following points, stated by scholar F.F. Bruce:
1. According to The Gospel of Mark’s account of the last supper (beginning in 14:17), it seems that Jesus and the twelve may have been the only ones present. John 13 mentions that the disciple whom Jesus loved was one of those gathered there.

2. Of the twelve, three of the disciples seemed to have a closer relationship with Jesus – Peter, James, and John. For instance, Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him when He was transfigured on the mountain (Matthew 17:1-13, Mark 9:2-13, Luke 9:28-36). Similarly, Matthew 26:30-41 and Mark 14:32-38 show that although more disciples were with Jesus in Gethsemane, He specifically took Peter, James, and John from among that group. 

3. Of those three, ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’ is explicitly distinguished from Peter in John 13:23-25, 20:2, and 21:20. Thus, only the brothers James and John remain.  
4. James was martyred (Acts 12:2) no later than A.D.44, but most scholars believe that The Fourth Gospel, which was written by the disciple Jesus loved (John 21:20-25), was written after A.D.44.      
5. The other 3 Gospel accounts refer to John the Baptist as ‘John the Baptist’ (Matthew 3:1, Mark 1:4, Luke 7:20); however, The Gospel of John simply refers to him as ‘John.’ When writing, authors take care to distinguish different people who bear the same name, but they won’t be as careful to distinguish another person from themselves if they bear the same name. For instance, if someone from our Bible study were writing to one of their friends about one of our studies, they would probably write something like, ‘Jason Ford said,’ or ‘Jason Catizone said.’ However, if Jason Ford were writing about me, there’d be no reason for him to write my last name – he’d just write something like, ‘Jason said.’ And thus, it’s rather significant that the writer of The Fourth Gospel simply refers to John the Baptist as ‘John’ although he certainly must have known about both John the Disciple and John the Baptist.    …In contrast, the author of The Fourth Gospel does differentiate between the different Judases (John 14:22).



In John 13, we see several key themes – humility, betrayal, love, and denial. Here is a short list of Scriptures for you to read this week... esteem God to be worthy of your time (He is!), and let Him speak to you from His precious word!
HUMILITY
· Micah 6:8

LOVE
· 2 Corinthians 13:11
· Galatians 2:20
· Revelation 1:5
· Mark 12:28-31
· 1 John 2:9-11
· 1 John 3:11-18
· 1 John 3:23
· 1 John 4:7-12
· 1 John 4:16-21
· 1 John 5:1-3
DENYING
· 2 Timothy 2:11-13
· Titus 1:16
· Matthew 10:32-39
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but Jesus' words will not!
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� For more information on when the chapters and verses began to be used in The Bible, check out:


       http://www.gotquestions.org/divided-Bible-chapters-verses.html
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