May 22nd, 2009
·  Sunday Night Bible Reading – Luke 6-10
Read John 13:31-14:31
In John 13:38, Jesus very strongly tells Peter that he will indeed deny Him. To begin with Jesus says ‘Amen, amen’ (αμήν, αμήν) – Jesus says this kind of thing to emphasize the truth of what He’s saying, and this phrase appears numerous times in John’s Gospel.  
· And in addition to saying ‘amen’ twice, Jesus says that a rooster won’t crow until Peter denies him thrice. In Greek, a double negative makes the negative stronger, and that’s the construction that Jesus uses here. He uses the phrase ου μη, oo MAY, which shows emphasis or is used for a solemn assertion.  
14:1 – Jesus told His disciples to not let their hearts be troubled; ‘troubled’ can also be translated as ‘terrified, disturbed, frightened.’ Your Bible may have a slightly different translation for the end of verse one, or perhaps a footnote indicating that Jesus’ statement can be translated as either an imperative (command) or a statement.
14:2 - This is a verse which gets quoted somewhat differently than what the verse actually means. The Greek word μονή (mah-NAY) means a ‘room’ or ‘a dwelling, an abode’ – the modern English meaning of ‘mansion’ (meaning a huge house decked out with all the best stuff) does not seem to correctly fit the text here; we might better translate this as ‘in My Father’s house are many dwellings’ or ‘rooms.’ Even without going back to the original language of The New Testament, I think it’s clear that the modern English meaning of ‘mansion’ doesn’t seem to fit well here - for Jesus says that the ‘mansions’ are in His Father’s house… and it would seem strange to say that many mansions are located in a house, would it not? Not to worry if you’ve been expecting some cush mansion up in Paradise! Whatever your idea was, just being in The Father’s house in & of itself is far greater than the best of what we could ever experience here! 
14:6 – The wording here in Greek clearly shows that Jesus Is The Way, The Truth, and The Life. This verse offends many a person; oh well! By nature, truth often is offensive. Deal with it.
14:12 – Jesus here once again uses the ‘amen, amen’ phrase as He teaches that those who believe in Him will do works like He did - and even greater - because Jesus was going to The Father. 
· In 14:28, Jesus said that The Father was Greater than He was. Some assume that this verse shows that Jesus is less than God, but we would do well to pay attention to the following: “The Father is greater than the Son by office, but not by nature, since both are God (see John 1:1; 8:58; 10:30). Just as an earthly father is equally human with, but holds a higher office than, his son, even so the Father and the Son in the Trinity are equal in essence, but different in function. In like manner, we speak of the president of our country as being a greater man, not by virtue of his character, but by virtue of his position.”

In vv. 13 and 14, we have the assurance that if we ask anything in The Son’s Name, He will do it! And why? So that The Father will be glorified in His Son! Ultimately, the glory of God is the most important thing… it’s not about whether or not we get this or that… it’s that The Father will be glorified in Jesus. Now, we have an absolutely tremendous promise from The Lord here, but - as with many other Scriptures - there are those who will take a section like this and turn it around to make God kind of like the little genie who has to go around doing whatever you wish. But be clear on this point: God Is God, and you are not. vv.13-14 do not mean that God must do everything that you demand! If your prayer is against His will, He will not necessarily grant your request… although at certain times He may do so in order to let you have exactly what you asked for so that you will learn that it wasn’t really all it was cracked up to be after all. These verses here in John 14 show us God’s Loving Heart, and His Caring and Giving Nature. But they do not mean that no matter what you ask - such as begging Him for enough money so that you can hire a hitman to knock off that relative who just drives you crazy – God “has to” give it to you. Some religious leaders, such as ones in the “faith” movement, go here and there bossing God around, demanding that God do whatever they say because ‘He promised He would.’ They seem to have dyslexia when reading the word ‘God,’ and in fact, view Him as their d o g. 
14:15 – If we love Jesus, we’ll keep His commandments. It’s really that simple! If we have real love for Jesus, we will indeed keep His commandments. The word ‘keep’ τηρέω (tay-REH-o) can also be translated as ‘observe, pay attention to, guard, obey.’ Those who love The Savior will pay attention to and obey His commandments.
14:16 – Jesus speaks of The Holy Spirit, calling Him The Helper, The Intercessor. This is the word Parakletos (or ‘Paraclete’), Пαράκλητος (pah-RAH-klay-tahss), and it is so very rich and beautiful in meaning. As we look at this word’s definition, keep in mind that Jesus is calling The Holy Spirit this word. Parakletos means, “summoned, called to one’s side, esp. called to one’s aide… one who pleads another’s cause before a judge… legal assistant; an advocate… an intercessor… a helper”.
 God’s Holy Spirit Is So Precious indeed! The Holy Spirit helps you, aides you, pleads your cause, and is your advocate. What encouraging and comforting truths to grasp hold of! 
· And in v.17, Jesus calls The Holy Spirit The Spirit of The Truth. How wonderful The Holy Spirit Is – He Who Is both Helping and True!
14:20 - Jesus is in His Father, and we’re in Jesus, and Jesus is in us. Amazing! If we could only believe and daily live with such profound truths before our eyes and burning in our hearts! 
14:21-23 – If you have Jesus’ commandments and pay attention to/obey them, then you love Him; The Father will love you, Jesus will love you, & The Savior will make Himself known/reveal Himself to you. If you love Jesus, you will indeed keep/obey His word; The Father will love you, and He and Jesus will come to you and make Their abode (They’ll live) with you. This is marvelous! Do we want God to love us and abide with us? Then we must love Jesus and obey His word! This is not teaching works-based salvation; Scripture is clear that we have all sinned and can never ‘earn’ our salvation. However, I’ve heard many say things like ‘no matter what you do or don’t do, God will not love you any more or less – you can’t make Him love you any more no matter what you do.’ I also have probably said similar things in the past, but I now greatly question such statements and their accuracy. It is true that The Lord loves you very, very much – He sent His Son to die for us all, even though He knew in advance that most would still reject Jesus. God loves you – period. You can’t ‘earn’ His love, or ‘make Him’ love you… He just does. But having said that, Scripture is also very clear that we can make God incredibly angry by our actions – angry enough to send us to hell. And The Bible also clearly teaches, like here in John 14, that if you love Jesus, you will be loved by Him and by The Father. Judas’ (not Judas Iscariot’s) question in 14:22 is quite interesting to note. Jesus has just said that He will reveal Himself to those who love Him, and Judas (not Judas Iscariot) wants to know why He will make Himself known to His followers and not to the world at large. The Savior answers in vv.23-24 by speaking about those who love Him and keep His word. And so it seems that what The Lord is saying is this: He will reveal Himself to those who love Him. It is true that God calls all to repentance and wants all men to be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-6, Ezekiel 18:23). But it’s also true that those who seek Him find Him – those who don’t, don’t. 
14:27 – Jesus left His peace with them; ‘peace’ can also be translated as ‘harmony.’ And He hones in by saying that it is His peace which He is leaving them, not like the world gives. He again tells them to not let their hearts be troubled - ‘troubled’ can also be translated as ‘terrified, disturbed, frightened.’ He further tells them to not be afraid. Lest we lose sight of the timing of this beautiful message of consolation, remember when Jesus spoke this to them. Jesus was nearing His suffering, death, and resurrection. And yet, He could give His peace to His people, and tell them to not be terrified, frightened, or afraid. 
We serve a Majestic Savior Who lived a life here on Earth just as we do… and yet, was not overcome by the dark hours that stood before Him. For Jesus knew His Father, He knew His Father’s will, and He knew that after His death would come His resurrection. No matter what is or isn’t going on in your life, you can have Jesus’ peace in the midst of the storm. Trust in Him Who loved you enough to lay down His Very Life for you – you will never be let down. 
For after all, Jesus never fails. 
Let’s pray
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Accompanying study
In John 14, we see many beautiful and comforting words which The Lord Jesus spoke forth to His followers and friends. Below are some wonderful verses which speak of The Lord’s Presence in the lives of His followers – read them and write down what The Lord speaks to you! How can you apply them to your life?
· Psalm 73:25-28
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Matthew 28:20
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Hebrews 13:5

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I will not forget Your word
Psalm 119:16 [image: image1.png]
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