May 29th, 2009
·  Sunday Night Bible Reading – Luke 11-15
Read John 15
ABIDING Jesus said that He Is The True Vine, and His Father Is The γεωργός  geh-or-GAHSS - Farmer, Tiller of the soil, Vinedresser. If we have no fruit, we will be taken away, thrown away as a branch, dried up, and burned in fire. Ouch! Let’s bear fruit, okay?! The question which naturally follows is: how can one bear fruit? As Jesus taught in v.4, the branch must remain in the vine in order to bear fruit. ‘Remain’ can also be translated as ‘stay, dwell, abide, continue, and live.’ And so, each branch must abide/stay in the vine in order to bear fruit… and so must we. Jesus Is The Vine, and we are the branches – we must remain in Him in order to bear fruit. If you cut a branch from a tree and place it on your kitchen table for the next several months, what will happen? Will the branch flourish and grow? Of course not! Or think of it this way: if you unplug your keyboard or mouse from your computer, what will happen? Or how about if you unplug your computer from the outlet? Eventually, there will be no power. And so it is with us… unless we abide, live, remain, and continue in Christ, we cannot bear fruit. Scholar F.F. Bruce wrote, “A vine-branch is lifeless and useless unless it remains attached to the vine. The living sap from the stock flowing into it enables it to produce grapes; otherwise it is fruitless. So with Jesus’ disciples: only as they remain in union with him and derive their life from him can they produce the fruit of the Spirit”.
 Jesus instructed His followers to abide in Him (v.4). If you abide/remain in Jesus, you will bear much fruit! But apart from Jesus – without Jesus – we can’t do anything! Christians, do we truly grasp and believe that truth? Without Jesus, we can’t do anything.
· v.8 – The Father is glorified in our bearing/producing much fruit. When we as believers are abiding in Him, we will bear a lot of fruit, and this brings glory to The Father. v.2 points out that if we don’t bear fruit, The Father will remove us; but if we bear fruit, He will clean/prune us so that we can bear even more fruit. From this, we see how important it is to God that we bear fruit. Jesus further points out in verse 16 that He appointed His followers to bear fruit, and that their fruit would remain. It is sobering to do so, but we need to examine ourselves and ask the following question: am I bearing fruit? If not, why not? Not all branches of a fruit tree bear the same amount of fruit, but they all ought to bear fruit. And this is not something which a branch needs to strive to accomplish – a healthy branch which is attached to a healthy tree will naturally bear fruit. 
· vv.7 and 16 – These are great prayer promises! But notice, v.7 hinges upon the little word, “if.” If we will abide (stay, dwell, abide, continue, live) in Jesus, & His words abide in us, then we can ask whatever we wish. This leads to the next topic…
OBEYING We abide (stay, dwell, abide, continue, live) in Jesus’ love by keeping His commandments (v.10)! This verse also hinges upon the word, “if.” If we will keep Jesus’ commandments, then we will abide in His love. The word ‘keep’ τηρέω (tay-REH-o) can also be translated as ‘observe, pay attention to, guard, obey.’ And notice that Jesus didn’t call His commandments suggestions; they are not His ‘suggestions’ - they are His commandments. 
· v.14 – Once again, our being Jesus’ friend or not hinges upon the word, “if.” If we do what He commands us, then we are His friends. What does He command us to do? Great question! The more we read and know His word, the more we understand His commands. One such command can be found in v.17, where He commands (not suggests) His people to love one another. The reason that we oftentimes cringe at the thought of having to obey God’s commands is because we don’t know how Good God Is, nor do we understand how His commands are for our own good! We too often are like little kids pouting because our ‘mean old dad’ won’t let us play in the middle of the street (how mean)!
· Jesus then told His followers that He no longer called them slaves, but rather, friends. We all want to be friends with cool people, don’t we? How much more ought we to yearn to be a friend of God! The friendship of God is the most important of all. O, that The Lord would call us His friend as He did Abraham (2 Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8, James 2:23)! And that Yah would find us to be people after His Own Heart as He found David to be (Acts 13:22)!
LOVE Just as The Father loved Jesus (v.9), so Jesus had loved His followers. This is an amazing thought to consider! This verse can be translated as, ‘To the degree that The Father has loved Me, I Myself have loved you all.’ Amazing!  
· In v.12, Jesus commands His followers to love each other to the degree that He had loved them. Wow! We are to love each other just as Jesus has loved us. That’s a pretty tall order, huh?! 
· The question then arises, “Well then, what is ‘love’?” Our answer can be found in v.13: love is laying down your life for another. In a nutshell, love is sacrifice. Jesus, literally, laid down His Life for us; this is not just some sort of poetic terminology, He really did give up His Life for us. And so, when we speak of ‘laying down our lives for others,’ we too must realize that this is not to merely be linguistic jargon – we too ought to be ready to lay down our lives for those whom we love, The First of Whom ought to be Jesus.
HATE Jesus said in v.18 that if the world hated (μισέω  mee-SEH-o – ‘despise, hate’) His followers, His followers would know that the world hated Him first. Basically, if people hate us because we follow Jesus, we ought not to be surprised, because they hated Him first. If the world didn’t love Jesus, why should we expect them to love us? The Lord continued by reminding His followers that a slave was not greater than his master/lord (v.20). Jesus had said the same thing back in John 13:16, and in fact, He prefaced His statement in 13:16 by saying, “Amen, amen” (your translation may have ‘Truly, Truly’ or ‘Verily, verily’), showing that Jesus was very serious about that truth. The world crucified our Master… why should we, His slaves, expect better treatment than He received? Jesus continued in 15:20 by saying that if people persecuted (διώκω  dee-O-ko – ‘pursue, persecute, chase’) Him - and many did just that - then people would also persecute His followers. And if people kept (τηρέω tay-REH-o - ‘observe, pay attention to, keep, guard, obey’) His word – which some did – then they would keep His followers’ word as well. Jesus’ followers would be treated that way for His Name’s Sake, because the world didn’t know The Father. And as The Savior points out in v.23, if you hate Jesus, then you also hate His Father. People hated Jesus (v.25) without cause… for no reason. Not much has changed in 2,000 years, now has it?! 
THE HOLY SPIRT v.26 – Parakletos, The Helper, The Intercessor. This word, Parakletos (Пαράκλητος pah-RAH-klay-tahss), is very rich and beautiful in meaning. The Holy Spirit Is This Parakletos, The One “summoned, called to one’s side, esp. called to one’s aide… one who pleads another’s cause before a judge… legal assistant; an advocate… an intercessor… a helper”.
 It’s really interesting to note that in John 14, John 15, and John 16, Jesus calls The Holy Spirit both Parakletos (14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7) and The Spirit of The Truth (14:17; 15:26; 16:13). 
· Jesus Himself is also called a Parakletos (‘Advocate’) in 1 John 2:1. Let’s turn there as we close.
Let’s pray
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Accompanying study
In John 15, Jesus heavily emphasized the importance of abiding in Him. ‘Abide’ (μένω MEH-no) can also be translated as ‘stay, dwell, remain, continue, and live.’ Read the following Scriptures which also use this same word (abide/remain) and write down what you learn. 
· John 3:36 _____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
· John 8:35 _____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
· John 12:46 ____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
· 1 Corinthians 13:13 _____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
· 2 Timothy 2:13 ________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
· 1 Peter 1:23 ___________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
· 1 John 2:6, 10, 14, 17, 24-28 ________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· 1 John 3:6, 14, 15, 24 ____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· 2 John 9 _____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]



� The Gospel and Epistles of John, F.F. Bruce, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, Copyright © 1983, p.309.


� Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of The New Testament, Joseph H. Thayer, Hendrickson Publishers, p.483.





