June 5th, 2009

Reminder: Sunday Night Bible Reading at 7PM, Luke 16-20
Read John 16
v.2 – Some who kill/murder Jesus' followers think that they're offering service/worship to God… they do so because they haven't known The Father, or Jesus. To this very day, there are still people who kill Christians and think that they are serving or worshiping ‘God’ by doing so; Islamic persecution of believers is one such example. Notice that Jesus begins chapter 16 by informing His followers that He was telling them these things so they wouldn’t stumble – He was warning them about things to come. And in addition, v.4 shows Jesus informing His followers that He was speaking such things to them so that when the hour of persecution/martyrdom came, they would remember that He had already warned them about it. That is to say, He was assuring them that difficult times were coming. Consider the following from Chuck Smith:  
He (Jesus) is not saying that they (those who persecute) might do these things, but that they will do these things. The book of Acts records for us the death of Stephen at the hands of those religious leaders in the Jewish council. Acts also tells us that Herod Agrippa stretched out his hand against the church and had James, who was the brother of John, beheaded. An early church writer, Clemens Alexandrinus, tells us that as James was led to the place of his execution, his accuser was brought to repentance by the extraordinary courage and undauntedness of James and fell at his feet requesting his pardon; he made a profession of faith in Jesus and was beheaded with James. Philip was scourged, thrown in prison and afterward crucified. Matthew carried the gospel to Parthia and Ethiopia, and in Ethiopia he suffered martyrdom being slain with a halberd (spear and battleaxe combo) in the city of Nadabah. James the less who wrote the epistle called after his name, at the age of 94 was beat and stoned by the Jews, and finally had his brains dashed out with a fullers club. Matthias was stoned at Jerusalem and beheaded. Andrew was crucified on a cross, the two ends of which were fixed transversely in the ground - hence the name ‘St. Andrew’s cross.’ Mark was dragged to pieces by the people of Alexandria, at the great solemnity of Serapis their idol. Peter was condemned to death and crucified according to some early writers at Rome; Jerome tells us that Peter requested to be crucified with his feet up and his head down as he was not worthy to be crucified as his Lord. Paul was led by the Roman soldiers outside of Rome to the place of his execution, where after prayers, he gave his neck to the sword. Jude was crucified at Edessa. Bartholomew carried the gospel to several countries - he translated the gospel of Matthew into the language of India; there he was cruelly beaten and crucified. Thomas carried the gospel to Parthia and India, where he so aroused the pagan priests that they thrust him through with a spear. Luke was said to have been hanged on an olive tree by the idolatrous priests of Greece. Simon Zealotes preached the gospel in Africa, and even in Britain, where he was crucified. John was cast into a cauldron of boiling oil; when he escaped by a miracle without injury, Domitian then banished him to the Isle of Patmos. 
…Why would they do these things? ‘Because they know not the Father, nor Me.’ The true church of Jesus Christ has suffered persecution through the years, and most of the persecution has come from religious zealots. Paul said concerning the Jews that they had a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.

v.7 – The Helper, The Intercessor. Once again, this is the word, Parakletos (Пαράκλητος), or ‘Paraclete’ as it’s usually rendered in English, and here is used of The Holy Spirit. Parakletos means, “summoned, called to one’s side, esp. called to one’s aide… one who pleads another’s cause before a judge… legal assistant; an advocate… an intercessor… a helper”.


                                              v.8-11 - The Holy Spirit convicts... concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment (κρίσις KREE-seess - judgment/punishment/condemnation/justice).  
· SIN: Because they are not believing in Jesus. (The verb ‘believe’ here in Greek is present active indicative, meaning that John 16:9 can be translated not only as ‘because they don’t believe in Me,’ but as ‘because they are not believing in Me’ - that is to say, because people have continual and ongoing unbelief.) We not only need to believe in Jesus on the day we first accept Him and surrender to Him… we must keep believing in Him!   
· RIGHTEOUSNESS: Because Jesus was going to The Father, and they would no longer see Him. Jesus said, "The Spirit will reprove of sin because they believe not on..." The most damning of all sins is the rejection of Jesus Christ. God has made one provision whereby He might forgive your sins. To reject that provision is fatal…  Men possess varying standards of righteousness. "Of righteousness because I go to My Father." The ascension of Jesus into heaven was God's witness to the world, ‘this is the righteousness I will accept.’

· JUDGMENT: For “the ruler of this world has been judged” (NASB).    ‘Through the cross, the devil was judged and his power broken. He can no longer hold you captive in the grip of some sin. Your prison doors have been opened, and you have been set free.
   Hallelu-Yah! 

· Ponder the following: “The Spirit is the 'advocate' or helper of those who believe in Jesus, their counsel for the defence. But in relation to unbelievers, to the godless world, he acts as counsel for the prosecution.”

· In v.13, we see that The Spirit of The Truth guides into all the truth (οδηγέω hah-day-GEH-o – to guide/lead). In vv.13-15, we witness The Trinity in action: The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit!
v.22-24 – The Resurrected Messiah produces such joy... a joy which no one can take away! We also see a tremendous prayer promise in this section… ask, and receive! Let’s turn over to James 4:1-3.

v.30 – Jesus knows all things.

v.32 – Though each would leave Him, Jesus knew He wouldn't be alone, because The Father was with Him. We too must remember the promises of our Faithful God when the days are dark. This week, why not read through Psalm 23, Matthew 28:20, and Heb. 13:5 and remind yourself of His magnificent promises? !
                                                     16:33 - “His very word  'Be of good cheer'  suggests that naturally   

                                                there would be cause for depression of heart. But against all this He is Himself the antidote. He had been through it all, and had defeated the influences of the world... they” – Jesus’ followers – “were to share the victory, and we are to share it, and the means for this is to fulfill our identification with Him and thus to obey His command of promise and assurance, 'Be of good cheer.' We are to be 'more than conquerors through Him that loved us.' ”
 “There are two spheres of existence: 'in me' and 'in the world'. That those who are in Christ inevitably suffer tribulation in the world is the consistent witness of the NT writers. They are encouraged, indeed, to welcome such tribulation as a token of their Lord's approval and a harbringer of eternal bliss (cf. Rom. 8:17; Phil. 1:28)... 


   

As surely as he overcame,

And triumphed once for you,

So surely you that love his name

Shall triumph in him too.”

· Again, notice that v.33 shows how Jesus spoke these things so that in Him, His followers would have peace. Believers in Jesus Christ can have peace no matter what comes their way because our peace is in Him – not in circumstances, money markets, or anyone or anything in this world. Jesus here told His followers straightforward... in the world, you have tribulation; ‘tribulation’ is the word θλιψις THLEEP-seess, and also means ‘distress, trouble, suffering, hard circumstances, pressure, affliction, oppression.’ But, Jesus told them to take courage! This Greek word is an imperative, meaning that Jesus commanded them to take courage; the word is θαρσειτε thar-SAY-teh, meaning ‘Cheer up! Take courage! Be of good cheer, be of good courage.’ (This word is also used in Matthew 14:27 and Mark 6:50.)  Why can Jesus’ followers take courage? Because He has overcome/conquered the world!
Let’s pray
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Accompanying study
In John 16, Jesus told His followers that though they would have tribulation/suffering in the world, they ought to take courage - for He had overcome the world! Read the following verses which speak about victory and overcoming, and jot down what you learn on a separate sheet of paper.

· 1 Chronicles 29:11
· Isaiah 25:8 (and 1 Corinthians 15:54-57)
· John 16:33
· Romans 12:21 
· 1 John 2:13-14

· 1 John 4:4

· 1 John 5:4-5 
· Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26-28
· Revelation 3:5, 12, 21
· Revelation 12:11
· Revelation 17:14
· Revelation 21:7
Some additional thoughts by Chuck Smith…
http://twft.com/?page=C2000.NotesDisplay&ShortName=sn_1111 

"These things have I spoken unto you that you might have peace." In chapter 14 (of John) He said, Let not your heart be troubled, you believe in God, believe also in Me. He said, Peace, I leave with you, My peace I give unto you, not as the world gives give I to you, let not your hearts be troubled neither let them be afraid. What are the things that are to bring them peace in the coming hours of darkness and uncertainty? His declaration to them that the Father loved them. This always brings peace to my heart. My situations often bring me stress and distress, especially my failures in the times of testing, but when I remember that God loves me, I have peace. In this world, you will have tribulation. As I was saying Sunday, you are really a misfit here on this planet. The world does not like it that you do not go along with their liberal bent. Your living a righteous life irritates and convicts them. He had told them in this discourse that the world would hate them because it hated Him, that they would be persecuted by the world. The word tribulation comes from the instrument that they used to beat the wheat to separate the wheat from the chaff. The world will buffet you. What should be my attitude in the face of this buffeting? "Be of good cheer." God loves you, and Jesus has overcome the world. He was not conquered by the world in His death, but through death, He conquered the forces that controlled the world. He spoiled the principalities and powers, triumphing over them by His cross…
http://twft.com/?page=C2000.NotesDisplay&ShortName=sn_1107 

"You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy." When they see the crucifixion and the entombment, they will be sorrowful, but on the third day when they see the risen Lord their sorrow will be turned into joy. How many things in life we sorrow over at the time we are going through them for we do not see the final result. If we could see beyond today as God does see, then all our tears we'd wipe away, our sorrows flee, o'er present griefs we would not fret, each sorrow we would soon forget, for many joys are waiting yet, for you and me. Incomplete understanding often brings sorrow - they did not understand the resurrection. Unbelief often leads to sorrow – ‘I do not believe that God is going to work all things out for good.’ Jesus gives an illustration that they could all relate to. A woman when she is in travail is in pain, but as soon as the child is delivered, all the sorrow of the travail is forgotten over the joy of the new baby boy. Your spirit is going to go through great travail, but all of the sorrows will be forgotten when you see the risen Lord. You are going to have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice. Living the Christian life in this evil world can be a painful experience. The first five seconds in heaven will more than make up for any sorrow or suffering that you may have ever experienced on this earth. One glimpse of His dear face, all sorrow will erase - so bravely run the race, till we see Christ. The thing that I like about walking with the Lord through this pilgrimage is, even though the path is often veiled before me, and I might be passing through some deep valley of sorrow or some fiery affliction - the path may seem dark and gloomy, there may be dangers on every side - I know the end of the story: "And they lived happily ever after."
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