

*Reminder: Sunday, 7PM, Bible reading (Genesis 18-22) at Calvary Chapel Pittsburgh (2240 Noblestown Rd., 15205)
John 17 is a wonderful chapter, featuring the longest recorded prayer of Jesus in the Bible. In this beautiful prayer, Jesus speaks about important topics such as eternal life and unity. Keep in mind the timing of this prayer – The Savior was soon to be beaten and crucified. And yet, His faith and trust in The Father were unshakable. Let’s learn from Jesus as we read John 17!  
v.1 – Just as a note of interest, we are not required to close our eyes or bow our heads when we pray. Here, we see The Savior lifting His Eyes up to Heaven and speaking to His Father.

· 'Glorify Your Son' – this is a good thing for us to pray as well! It is indeed a prayer that God is thrilled to answer. I don’t need glory, and neither do you… we are all to glorify Jesus! He must increase while we decrease (John 3:30).
v.3 – Many in the world (hopefully including us!) want to know what eternal life is. Well, here Jesus clearly defines it for us: eternal life is to know The Only True
 God, and to know The One Whom He sent – Jesus Christ (‘Christ’ is Greek for ‘Messiah’). Scholar A.T. Robertson pointed out that the Greek tense says “'should keep on knowing.'”
 That is to say, eternal life is to keep on knowing The Only True God and to keep on knowing Jesus, The One Whom The Father sent! As has been stated in previous Bible studies, the Christian life is a walk, a race, and a fight – it is not an 'I-learned-about-Jesus-before-and-prayed-some-prayer-25-years-ago' kind of thing! We must know The Only True God as well as His Son Whom He sent - and we must continue knowing Them!    
v.9 – Notice that Jesus clearly distinguishes between those who belong to The Father and those who are of the world. 

v.11 – Holy
 Father. As believers, we must remember that we pray to and serve The Father Who Is Holy. We can't just worship Him any old way we want to – nor can we just live any old way we please. He Is Holy, and commands us to be as well.
Also in v.11, Jesus prayed that believers might be one. This verse is not speaking about some kind of mystical, all-encompassing, 'I'm-okay-you're-okay-everything-and-everyone's-okay' kind of “unity” that we hear about so often in the world… Jesus was praying for oneness among the people of God. Unity among God's people is very important to Jesus' Heart! We see this theme occur more than once in John 17. Jesus prayed for unity among God's people, and unity is both precious and important: genuine unity among the people of The One True God is the very desire of The Father. That being said, there are two additional points worth mentioning. 
1. First and foremost, unity must be unity based on truth. There is no real 'unity' among believers and those who reject Jesus Christ as being God. It is contradictory for a person to call themselves a ‘Christian believer,' yet - by Biblical standards - reject and refute Jesus' Very Nature. There is no 'unity' among such people and us! (This is not to say that we are to hate non-Christians and be at war with them or anything silly like that! It just means that since we are going in opposite directions from one another, we aren’t truly united in heart and spirit.) And the second point is… 
2. There are differences among believers on different issues. We must remember that as we look over the history of the church, there have been - and continue to be - many issues upon which genuine believers disagree. So long as these are regarding so-called 'secondary issues,' that's fine. Take, for instance, the following topics: Who were the Nephilim? Were the seven days of creation literally seven 24-hour days? Is it possible to lose your salvation? In what order will the rapture and great tribulation take place? Genuine and knowledgeable believers often disagree on such issues. Thus, we must always make careful distinctions between what is a difference of interpretation and what is out-and-out heresy. For example, the timing of the rapture is an “in-house” debate, so to speak. The Deity of Jesus Christ is not; we have no true spiritual 'unity' with someone who doesn’t believe that Jesus Is God or who doesn't believe in His resurrection. We can have differences regarding 'debatable' issues, but not on the doctrinal truths which all believers must agree upon. 
vv.14-17 – The world hated Jesus’ followers because they weren’t of the world. It is an extremely unpopular message in today’s church, but it is true nonetheless: following Jesus will cause you to be hated. This is not to say that you should do stupid things to make them hate you; no need for such actions! Simply following The Lord will give the world enough of a reason to hate you. Of course we all desire to be loved and accepted, but we are not to live life with that as our goal. If you aim to please Jesus, you will please God and also please some people by way of result. But if you aim to please people, you will please neither them nor God. Choose wisely.  
· Even as believers, we are often tempted to strive and be friends with the world; don’t do that! Remember James 4:4. The word ‘world’ is used in different ways in the Scriptures. Oftentimes, it’s used in a negative way, referring to the ways of the world; other times, it refers to humanity - such as in John 3:16. (God doesn’t love the ‘world’ in the first way, but He greatly does in the second.) Keep this distinction in mind as you study the Holy Bible – for we are commanded to love humanity, but commanded not to love its sinful ways. As John 17:14 and 16 point out, Jesus’ followers weren’t of this world just as He wasn’t of this world. And if you are following Jesus, you too are not of this world: you are an alien, and this world is not your home. Emotionally-speaking, believers have many times of isolation and loneliness in this life. But be of good cheer! Jesus has overcome this world (John 16:33)! And God has promised to never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5)! 
· Get this - Jesus didn’t ask The Father to take His followers out of the world (John 17:15)! Instead, He prayed that God would keep them from evil (or, ‘from the evil one’). And so, though we are in this world, let’s not love the world nor the things that are in it (1 John 2:15-17). Jesus prayed that The Father would sanctify them in the truth. A logical question (as Pilate himself asked in John 18:38) therefore is, ‘What is truth?’ Glad you asked! Jesus already answered that for us. God’s word is truth. In this age of relativism, we are so afraid to say what is good and what is bad - what is right, and what is wrong. We desperately need a guide to declare the truth, and God’s word is that guide. This is why it’s so important for us to be personal students of the Scriptures! 
In vv.20-23, Jesus again prays regarding unity – and so we can easily see that this was a very important thing to Him, and therefore should be to us as well! Notice especially v.23… Jesus wants His people to be perfected into one so that the world will know (Greek tense indicates ‘know continually’)
 that The Father sent Him, and that He (The Father) has loved His people even as He has loved His Son!  WOW! For more on God’s love, flip over to 1 John 3:1 and Romans 5:6-11.
v.25 – Jesus calls His Father Righteous
. Deuteronomy 32:4 says the following about YHWH: The Rock – His work’s perfect! For all of His ways are just. A God of Faithfulness, and without injustice – Righteous and Upright Is He. Ponder how Great our God is! He is Faithful, Righteous, and Upright!
v.26 – Jesus said that He had made known (and would make known) The Father’s Name to His followers, so that the love with which The Father loved Him would be in them, and that Jesus Himself would be in them! Let’s close with another beautiful Scripture showing how Jesus desires to be with His people - Revelation 3:19-22.
Let’s pray.
(Notes) ________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sources: New American Standard Bible (NASB); The Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised Edition (with dictionary) ©2001 Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, D-Stuttgart, 13th printing 2007; The Complete Word Study New Testament with Greek Parallel, ©1992 by AMG International, Inc.; Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of The New Testament, Joseph H. Thayer, Hendrickson Publishers; A Lexicon abridged from Liddell and Scott's Greek-English Lexicon, twenty-fifth edition, Oxford, 1892; The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon: with an appendix containing the Biblical Aramaic, by Francis Brown, S.R. Driver, and Charles A Briggs, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., Fifth printing March 2000; The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. edition, 1997; Langenscheidt Pocket Hebrew Dictionary to the Old Testament, by Dr. Karl Feyerabend, all rights reserved by Langenscheidt KG, Berlin, and Munich; Langenscheidt’s Pocket Greek Dictionary, Classical Greek-English, by Dr. Karl Feyerabend, all rights reserved by Langenscheidt KG, Berlin, and Munich; The Strongest Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, by Dr. James Strong (LL.D., S.T.D.), John R. Kohlenberger III, and James A. Swanson, Copyright © 2001 by Zondervan.   

July 24th, 2009
This and other Bible studies posted at truthproclamation.org
jalazone7@yahoo.com


Draw near to God, and He’ll draw near to you!

(James 4:8)

In John 17, Jesus mentioned several different things in His prayer to The Father. Take some time this week to check out the following Scriptures which are related to what we studied this evening. 
ETERNAL LIFE
· Romans 6:20-23
· Titus 1:2
· Titus 3:3-7
· 1 John 2:25
· 1 John 5:9-13, 20
· Jude 21
GOD IS HOLY AND COMMANDS US TO BE TOO
· Leviticus 19:2
· Leviticus 20:7, 26
· Ephesians 1:4
· 1 Peter 1:16  
UNITY
· Psalm 133
· Ephesians 4:1-3
THE WORLD HATES JESUS’ FOLLOWERS
· John 15:18-21
· 2 Timothy 3:12
· 1 John 3:13-16
KNOWING GOD
· Jeremiah 9:23-24
· Jeremiah 22:15-16
· 1 Corinthians 8:3
· Philippians 3:7-11
GOD’S WORD
· Psalm 119:9, 11, 89, 105, 165
· Isaiah 40:7-8
· 2 Timothy 3:15-17
· Hebrews 4:12
We are as close to God as we want to be! If we’re not close to God, it’s not because of His choice – it’s because of ours! Be encouraged my dear brothers and sisters, and let us passionately pursue our Glorious and Merciful Lord! James 4:8![image: image1.png]



�	αληθινός (ah-lay-thee-NAHS) – true, genuine, honest, real, dependable, truthful. God Is indeed True, Dependable, Honest, Real, Truthful, and Genuine!


�	Word Pictures in The New Testament, Concise Edition, A.T. Robertson, Copyright © 2000 Holman Bible Publishers, 


      all rights reserved, p.244.


�    άγιος (HAH-gee-ahss) – holy, consecrated, upright, pure, consecrated, sinless, worthy of veneration, morally pure,  


      reverend. The Father Is indeed Holy!


� New American Standard Bible - Updated Edition, NASB Ultrathin Reference Edition, Copyright © 1998 by The Lockman  


   Foundation, All rights reserved; p.99 (New Testament), John 17:23, studynote 2.


� δίκαιος (DEE-kai-ahss) – upright, good, righteous, fair, just, right, honest, “rendering to each his due… passing just 


   judgment on others” (Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of The New Testament, p.149). The Father is indeed Righteous!





