

REMINDERS: 
   *Sunday, 7PM, Bible reading (Genesis 21-25) at Calvary Chapel Pittsburgh  (2240 Noblestown Rd., 15205)
   *Marilyn mentioned us going up to their cottage in Pymatuning next weekend – I assume she’s either talked to you  

    about it or will be doing so early this coming week.
Let’s read John 18!
In v.3 we read about the cohort
 and the officers
 coming to Jesus with weapons and lanterns; the cohort was a tenth part of a Roman legion, having around 600 men. So let’s get the picture: here come Judas and around 600 men - plus officers from the religious leaders - with weapons, to arrest a Man Named Jesus Who has been doing public ministry for quite some time and committing such ‘terrible crimes’ as healing people and teaching about love, forgiveness, and repentance! v.4 reveals how Jesus knew
 the future and was aware of what was to happen to Him, and thus He went forth to them and asked whom they were seeking. They reply by saying that they’ve come for Him, and here we get a glimpse of the raw and amazing power that The Savior possesses – Jesus answers them, “I Am.” And although it was but a glimpse of all the awesomeness which The Son of The Living God possesses, their reaction was to draw back and fall to the ground. Now, what was Jesus saying to them? Let’s flip back to two passages in The Scriptures for more clarification – John 8:57-59 and Exodus 3:13-14. Jesus is once again revealing His Divinity, and this revelation is too much for the several hundred men with weapons to handle – they draw back and fall to the ground! We can learn several things from this happening: 
1. Jesus’ enemies – both then and now - have no idea what kind of power they’re trying to come against. Many attempt to war against  The Risen King of Kings in their hearts, but one thing is sure – there will be but One Victor, and it won’t be them! And if we see the sheer majesty of Jesus’ power here in John 18, imagine how much power will be shown when He returns and brings judgment. We would do well to remember that Jesus Is both Lamb and Lion!
2. Encountering Jesus Christ brings change, at least of some sort. As a friend shared with me, and I’ve since mentioned to many of you, encountering Jesus Christ is like getting hit head-on by an 18-wheeler – there will be change to your life; there is no way that one can truly meet The Son of God and not be changed. The kind of change is dependent upon us… we can turn to Him or from Him – but there will indeed be change of some sort.
vv.10-11 – Simon Peter drew his sword
 and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. (The name of the slave was Malchus.) Luke 22:49-51 informs us that Jesus healed Malchus – yet another example of Jesus’ immense kindness, power, and love. Who is Jesus? He’s The One Who even heals those coming against Him. Who is Jesus? He’s The One Who’s Kind to the good and the bad. We, too, then are to live like Him. We are called to bless those who curse us, and pray for those who mistreat us (Luke 6:28). This is not easy to do, but it’s what The Master calls us to. 
In v.11 we also see that drinking The Father's cup was of utmost importance to Jesus. Jesus submitted to His Father’s will… He didn’t moan and cry and whine in order to have things done His way. Once again, we are to follow our Teacher’s example – we too are to submit ourselves to God and trust Him, regardless of how bleak and dark things appear to be. From a human perspective, Jesus’ sufferings and then death were the very opposite​ of the way we would have chosen for Him to go; but then we would never have seen His resurrection. There will be times in your life where God will allow you too to suffer and be ‘crucified’ – don’t lose heart my brothers & sisters, for there’s resurrection ahead! You serve an Unstoppable God, & all that comes your way is ‘Father-filtered’ – nothing touches you except that which - for His Own purposes and in His infinite wisdom – He allows. We may not always understand why God permits things to happen to us or the ones we love… Job certainly didn’t! But we must resolve to have childlike faith in the goodness of our Great God – that no matter what happens, we will serve Him and bless His Name. As a former pastor of mine said, ‘Even if God never did anything more in your life, you would still have every reason to serve Him because of what He’s already done through His Son Jesus Christ.’ Amen! As Job said to his wife, should we accept good from God but not adversity? (Job 2:10).  
1. Of utmost importance to Jesus was submission to the will of The Father. In Luke 22:42, Jesus asked that The Father might take away His cup if He were willing – but He said, “yet not My will, but Yours be done” (NASB). Remember Job 1:21 – YHWH (The LORD) gives and He takes away… regardless - may The Name of YHWH be Blessed! 
2. Flip over to Matthew 26:53-54 – Jesus could have appealed to His Father Who would have at once provided Jesus with more than 12 legions of angels! A legion (λεγιών) was a Roman military unit of 5,000 to 6,000 men! So, The Father would have given Jesus more than 60,000-72,000 angels at once if He had appealed to Him! 
3. Let’s also read John 12:23-28. Jesus’ soul was troubled, but He knew that He had come for such an hour and so His prayer was simply that the Father would glorify His (The Father’s) Name! O that we would have that same heart, that no matter what is happening in or around us, or prayer too would be ‘Father, glorify YOUR Name!’ Jesus doesn’t save us into the “sit-back-and-bask-by-the-side-of-the-pool” club – He bids us to follow Him and take up our cross and die. That is the call of Jesus Christ.
In v.12 we see the mention of the cohort, commander
, and officers. As already stated, the cohort was a tenth part of a Roman legion, having around 600 men; so in addition to them - and the officers - we also see the presence of a commander, one who was over 1,000 soldiers. Quite a serious mob had come out to arrest The King of Kings, huh?!!! v.14 records how Caiaphas had earlier advised that it was expedient that one man (Jesus) die for the people – this was the prophecy which he made regarding Jesus back in John 11:49-52.
In vv.15-27 we see the sad account of Peter denying His Lord, Master, and Friend (not that we’d ever do something like that!). A servant-girl first asks if he’s one of Jesus’ disciples, and he says no. We see Peter warming himself by the fire, along with the officers and slaves. v.25 – those by the fire with Peter also want to know if he’s a disciple of Jesus’… once again, Peter says no. Then one of Malchus’ relatives (Malchus was the guy who got his ear sliced off by Peter) asserted that he had seen him in the garden with Jesus. Peter again denies, and immediately the rooster crows. For some more detail, let’s turn over to Luke 22:60-62. Imagine how Peter must have felt at that point in time; imagine how Jesus must have felt at that point in time! As Charles Ryrie points out, there was a path which led to Peter's denial of Christ – being overly confident (Mark 14:27-31), not praying (Mark 14:32-42), being with the wrong crowd (Mark 14:53-54), and then outright denying The Messiah (Mark 14:71).
 W.E. Vine additionally pointed out that had Peter not been self-confident, and had he paid attention to Jesus' warning, he might have done differently and not remained in the servants' and officers' company by the fire as he warmed himself – for that was a position filled with danger. Vine noted that these things ought to admonish us and warn us against being self-confident, against planning our steps, and against hanging out with the world even if it's with good motives.
 And so my dear brothers and sisters, let us take heed to these things – it’s a dangerous thing to hang around the enemy's fire and warm yourself! As the saying goes, ‘But for the grace of God, there go I’ – that is to say, each one of us is capable of falling into sin. The remedy? Walk with Jesus moment by moment and keep yourself in God’s love (Jude 21)! 
vv.19-23 – Jesus had been an ‘Open Book,’ so to speak; why question Him about what He had spoken? Jesus had spoken nothing in secret, and so He told the high priest to question those who had heard Him. His answer was correct, but (as truth often does) it infuriated one of the officers standing nearby who struck
 Christ. Jesus speaks forth an awesome answer: if the speaking was wrong, than testify to the wrong… but if it was right, why strike
 Me? 
vv.28-40 – Here we read of Jesus before Pilate – or perhaps more accurately, as some have stated, Pilate before Jesus – for Jesus had all control, and in a sense, it was Pilate who was on trial here. Pontius Pilate was a weak man that tried to cover up his weaknesses by showing violence and stubbornness. His time in office was marked by numerous savage outbursts of bloodshed (see Luke 13:1 for instance).
 v.28 records how the Jews didn’t enter the Praetorium (the governor’s residence) so that they wouldn’t be defiled and unable to eat the Passover. Scholar F.F. Bruce observed how John 18 shows how careful the Jews were regarding ceremonial defilement, when they whole time they were committing immeasurably worse moral defilement by their actions against The Son of God!
 During His time before Pilate, Jesus shared that His kingdom wasn’t of this world – He had entered the world (v.37) “to testify to the truth” (NASB). Pilate asks Christ what truth is, and as we read last week in John 17:17, truth is ______________________. 
We are indeed servants of Another King from another kingdom. This world is not your home, Christian – quit trying to make it so! We serve a Perfect, Powerful, Majestic, Holy, Righteous, Sovereign, and Glorious King, and His kingdom is one of truth, love, and peace eternal. We would be psycho to trade our King and His kingdom for the ‘kings’ and ‘kingdoms’ of this world. Loyalty to The Risen Son of God, whatever the cost; no selling out, no compromise!
Let’s pray

(Notes) __________________________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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In the Bible, we see how Peter – just as all of us are capable of doing – headed the wrong direction and eventually came to the place of denying His Master, Lord, and Friend. 
So how do we avoid falling? There is a wonderful passage which clearly answers that - 2 Peter 1:3-11! Read and study this passage, and write out what practical steps are given to us in order to ensure that we don’t fall. And then pass on these encouraging truths to other brothers and sisters!






� σπειρα – military cohort, band of soldiers, cohort


� υπηρέτης – assistant, servant, attendant, helper 


� ειδώς (participle of οιδα) – understand, recognize, perceive, know


� μάχαιρα – small sword, dagger, large knife 


� χιλίαρχος – one who commanded 1,000 soldiers 


� Ryrie Study Bible, Expanded Edition, New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D., Moody  


   Press, Chicago, © 1986, 1995 by The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, p.1610, note on Mark 14:72


�   Vine's Expository Commentary on John, W.E. Vine, Copyright © 1997. W.E. Vine Copyright Ltd. of Bath, England; p.200


�   “έδωκεν ράπισμα” – ‘gave a blow with a stick’ or ‘gave a slap with the hand’


�    δέρω – hit, beat, strike


�  The Gospel and Epistles of John, F.F. Bruce, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, Copyright ©  


      1983,  pp.349-350


�   ibid., p.349 





