

PRAYER REQUESTS:  

*Dustin – apparently in last stages of leukemia 
*Pray for Michael and his son, Justin
REMINDER: 
*Sunday, 7PM – jason and others in concert, 920 Lorenz Ave. (West End), New Life Fellowship, $5
Let’s read John 21
It’s The Lord!

In v.7, we see that the disciple who was loved by Jesus – presumably John – realized that it was The Lord Who was standing on the beach speaking to them. They had been out fishing at night, yet to no avail. Now, as day is breaking, there’s Someone on the beach asking if they’ve caught anything. They reply that they haven’t, and then He instructs them to cast their net on the right-hand side – and He promises them a catch. They listen to Him, and – just as He said – they’ve got fish! And they weren’t even able to haul the net in because of how many fish they had! And the disciple whom The Savior loved observes the truth – That Person on the beach is The Lord! We want to be so close to Jesus that we easily recognize when He is working in our lives. Granted, this miraculous catch of fish that we see in John 21 was a pretty good indication that The Speaker was Christ and not just some well-wisher, but what about us? Do we see Jesus when He is blessing us? Or do we only see the blessing itself, and not The Hand supplying it? We need to see our Savior when the times in lives are rough – and we need to see Him when the times are good just the same. It is right to cry out to Him and seek Him in the darkness… but let’s do the same when we’re in the light! 
Do you love Me?
This is the piercing question which Jesus asks Peter His friend. And He asks him three times. And I assert that this is the same question He asks you and me tonight: ‘Do you love Me?’ And He’s not afraid to ask us more than once. In Peter’s case, he had earlier denied Jesus three times – and here in John 21, he is given the chance to – three times – affirm his love for Jesus. Our God Is indeed a God of Restoration! And I can hear His Gentle Voice asking me the same question tonight: Do you love Me? He isn’t asking me if I love ministry, or my family, or my job, or the church – He’s asking me if I love Him? a piercing question indeed. Well, do I? Of course we immediately want to blurt out, ‘Yes!’ But let’s take a moment to look at our lives and ask ourselves some probing questions: is my love for Jesus authenticated by the daily choices I make? Ouch. That hits pretty close to home, now doesn’t it? You see, we – myself included – often talk and sing about how we love Jesus, and that’s wonderful. But does my life really vindicate those claims? Let’s journey back a few chapters to John 14, and check out v.15 - if we love Jesus, we will keep His commands. Now transpose those numbers, and we arrive at John 15:14 – we are Jesus’ friends if we do what? If we do what He commands us. Please don’t misunderstand me here: I’m not trying to lay some heavy guilt on you guys. But if The Holy Spirit is showing you, as He shows me, that  I don’t always truly love Jesus as much as I say I do, then let’s thank Him for His conviction, repent of loving other things/people more than Him, and be restored! When God convicts us, we can deny His witness (and that’s not good to do!), we can agree with it and then mope around feeling doomed and ‘woe-is-me’ and stay in a stat of feeling absolutely miserable (that’s not so good to do either!), or, we can simply tell God that He’s right, repent of our sin, ask Him to help us to obey Him, and receive forgiveness as 1 John 1:9 promises us! Why choose option one or two when we can choose number three and have healing, forgiveness, and peace of heart and mind?!     
But what about that person?
In vv. 18-23, we see Peter asking Christ about what’s going to happen to someone else. For as much as some like to knock Peter for being brash, slow-to-understand things, and what-have-you, the account here is rather humorous because – if we’re honest – we think and perhaps even say the exact same thing! In this passage, Jesus tells Peter about how he was going to die, and He simply instructs Peter to Follow Him. Turning around, Peter sees the disciple that Jesus loved tagging along behind them, and then asks Jesus, ‘Lord – what about that man?’ And Jesus’ answer is AWESOME! ‘If I desire him to remain ‘til I come, what’s that to you? You follow Me!’ That is to say, what does it matter to you what happens to him? I told you to follow Me! Ouch again! And I can sense Him saying the same thing to us today as well. how many times do we consider our own present and future, and then look around and think, ‘Lord, what’s going to happen to them?’ It’s none of our business what The Lord allows to happen to them! Our order remains unchanged: we are commanded to follow Jesus. Of course we are to love and be concerned about other people – but I’m speaking about how we so easily wonder about this and that and the other in other people’s lives, and at times we allow those worries/complaints to hinder us from fulfilling what Jesus calls us to do. But why? What does it really matter what becomes of other people? I must follow Jesus!   
Let’s close by reading 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Child of God: you have one order, and one order alone. Regardless of what anyone else tells you - whether they’re in the church or not – you have but one goal: Follow Jesus.
Let’s pray
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THROUGH THE WEEK
Read Philippians 2:1-8, and from what you read there, jot down ways that you can imitate The Lord Jesus[image: image1.png]



