John 3
Read John 3
3:1-21 – Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus, and God’s great love
· Nicodemus, whose name means ‘victorious among his people, was a Pharisee. The Pharisees were the extremely religious Jews of the day. Not only was Nicodemus a Pharisee, but he was some sort of ruler of the Jews – v.1 says this, and in v.10, Jesus calls him not ‘a’ teacher of Israel but ‘the’ teacher of Israel. Whatever Nicodemus’ actual position was, it was obviously pretty high.  
· Notice Nicodemus’ confession: he called Jesus ‘Rabbi,’ meaning ‘my Master’ or ‘Teacher’ – and, he said in v.2, ‘we know…’   The Pharisees knew Jesus was from God, but they still rejected Him.
· v.3 – WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN! Jesus told Nicodemus this, and in v.7, Jesus uses the plural ‘you’ – in Greek, they have a word for ‘you’ meaning just one person, but they also have a word for ‘you’ which means al of you, or y’all. So by saying the plural word for ‘you,’ Jesus was showing that all must be born again, or, ‘born from above,’ as the word can also be translated. When we witness, let’s tell people this, but let’s tell them that truth this way: ‘Jesus said you have to born again.’ Then, if people call you narrow-minded or whatever, point them back to the fact that Jesus said those words, and then ask them if they’re calling Jesus Christ a liar. This should cause them to stop and think! If they say ‘Yes,’ well, perhaps we can remind them that He’s The One Who Is going to judge them, and they ought not to speak of Him that way. And if they say ‘no,’ then we can say, ‘Then do what He says!’ 
· v.14 – Moses and the serpent. Let’s look at Numbers 21:4-9. 
· v.16 – Let’s again   p o n d e r   this beautiful truth!
· v.17 – God wants to save the world, not judge it. But if you reject His offer of salvation, all that awaits you is His burning wrath and judgment.
· We must notice what vv.18 and 36 teach! If you don’t believe in Jesus, you have already been judged – God’s wrath is abiding/remaining/dwelling on you!
· vv.19-21 reveal the real state of the world: people love the darkness.
3:22-36 – Testimony from John
· Observe vv.26-31! John the Baptist had the right heart… it’s Jesus Who must increase, not us. Where are our hearts? Do we really want to see Jesus Exalted in all and over all, or does part of us also want some of that glory? Do we really want Jesus to increase, or ourselves?
· v.36 – notice the present tense: has eternal life! 

John 3 – beautiful words of love and truth. Being born again, God’s unfathomable love, Jesus Being The Focus, and God’s desire to save al… as well as the reality of wrath and judgment for those who reject God’s Most Amazing Gift of His Son.
Pray
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