John 4
Background on John 4 – let’s read 2 Kings 17
· The Samaritans were descended from colonists that the Assyrian kings had put in Samaria after the Northern Kingdom (Israel) fell in 722B.C. The Jews despised the Samaritans because they had mixed blood (Gentile and Jewish), and because their worship was different.
· In Jesus’ day, Jewish people typically avoided Samaria altogether. They would cross over the Jordan River in order to travel from Judea to Galilee (show on map)! Jesus, however, traveled through Samaria, and encountered the woman we’ll read about here in John 4.
Let’s read John 4:1-42
· Sychar was around 30 miles north of Jerusalen.

· v.6 is interesting to note: Jesus was weary, tired. When we feel that way, Jesus – literally – understands. So let’s take Him up on His offer: to go to Him for rest.
· v.20 – The Samaritans had built a temple on Mt. Gerizim. 
· Notice what vv. 23-24 teach: The Father seeks those who worship Him and spirit and in truth to be His worshippers!
· Psalm 14:2. The Lord looked down to see. Do we seek after Him?
· 2 Chronicles 16:9. The Lord’s Eyes are moving back and forth, that He may strongly support those whose hearts are wholly His. Are ours? 
· John 4:36-38 show how we have different roles, and we ought to rejoice together. Let’s take a look at 1 Corinthians 3:1-8. We have different roles and functions, but the focus must be on vv. 6-7: that GOD Is The One Who Causes the growth!
· John 4:42: Jesus Is The Savior of the world! Notice how He picked the Samaritan outcasts to share His love with. And not only with the Samaritans – but with a Samaritan woman who had been married five times and was now living with a guy she wasn’t married to. 
Let’s read John 4:43-54
· It’s about 41 miles from Sychar to Cana – that would be like walking from this house (around South Hills Village) to Steubenville, OH! Google estimates that would take over 13 hours!
· Capernaum was roughly 20 miles from Cana.

· Jesus Is The Healer. Able to heal then, and Able to heal now. Are we like the royal official – do we trust Jesus and His words – or not? Do we have to see in order to believe, or can we trust that Jesus will do exactly what He says… regardless of how things look or how long we must wait?
Pray
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