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September 7th, 2008
LESSON 1
Background. Let’s read Joshua 1:1-9
Pay special attention to vv.7-8! The Lord promised Joshua success if he would _____________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What does this teach us about the importance of God’s word? ______________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
[image: image2.wmf]Chapters 2-6 – Rahab, and the fall of Jericho
Joshua sent two men as spies to go and check out the land they were about to enter, and he told them to especially check out Jericho. Rahab, a prostitute in that town, helped hide the two spies when Jericho’s king came looking for them. The spies promised to spare Rahab and her family when Israel came to attack Jericho. Let’s read the story of Jericho’s fall in Joshua 6.
Chapter 7 – Ai/Achan
Israel defeated Jericho, but when they went to fight against Ai, they were chased away and lost some men. Why? Because one of the Israelites, a man named Achan, coveted and took some things from Jericho even though he (and all Israel) had been instructed not to. Because of Achan’s sin, God allowed Israel to be defeated. What lesson can we learn from this? _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Chapters 9-10 – The Gibeonites
Joshua and the Israelites had been instructed to go into Canaan (modern-day Israel) and defeat the different peoples living in that land; God had told them not to make any covenants with those peoples (Deuteronomy 7:1-6). The Gibeonites were a people who lived in Canaan, but they didn’t want to be destroyed by Israel, and so they sent some of their people to Joshua and pretended to be people from a far off land. Let’s pick up the story in Joshua 9:4-15. Pay special attention to v.14! What was Israel’s mistake? __________________________________________________________________
Then after this, the Gibeonites were attacked by other Canaanite people, and so they cried out for Israel to come and help them. You see, it really pays to ask The Lord for His counsel before doing things like making covenants and so forth!
Homework: Many people know the history of how God allowed Israel to cross the Red Sea on foot, but did you know that The Lord allowed His people to miraculously cross the Jordan, too? Your homework is to read Joshua 3 and 4, and then write a summary of Chapter 4. And answer these two questions: Why did God tell His people to do that, and what can you learn from this account? You must write at least one page worth of material - one side of the sheet is fine. [image: image1.png]



