

Contend earnestly for the faith!
CC Pittsburgh, January 27, 2008
Hand in homework
Prayer Requests: ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
PRAY
[image: image1.wmf]Background: ‘Jude’ is a Hebrew name, which means ‘praise;’ in Hebrew, it’s  יהודה, which is pronounced yeh-hoo-dah. Jude was written around 70-80AD. Jude initially wanted write to other Christians about salvation, but felt it more critical to warn them to contend for the faith. He reminds them of the judgments of God, and he warns them about false teachers.
Read Jude 1-4, 5-7, 8-16, 17-23, and 24-25
In v.2, Jude writes of his desire that mercy & peace be multiplied unto the believers. Who remembers what those words mean?

v.3 – What had Jude wanted to write about? ________________________________________________________ 
       But what did he feel he had to write about instead? ______________________________________________
       [image: image2.wmf]
   v.4 – How did the ungodly get into the group of believers? _________________________
    __________________________   What can we learn from this? _________________  

    _________________________________________________________________  

What were the ungodly people doing? ___________________________________
  __________________________________________________________________ 
What does licentiousness/ lewdness mean? _________________________________________________________
What did The Lord do after saving the people out of Egypt (v.5)? ________________________________________
v.7 – The men of Sodom and Gomorrah were in what gross immorality? ___________________________________
*Although ‘politically incorrect’ to say nowadays, homosexuality is wrong and it is a sin which God hates – The Bible is very clear on this. (Additional verses can be found in Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Timothy 1:8-11.) Homosexuality, like sex before marriage, is sin because God says it’s sin. Period.
[image: image3.wmf]*This verse also mentions ‘eternal fire,’ which many people today don’t like to hear about. The Lord warns many times about Hell, and we need to believe what He says. Just 
because people don’t want to believe in Hell doesn’t mean that Hell doesn’t exist!
How did Michael, the archangel, dispute with the Devil (v.9)? ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________
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*Don’t be a ‘stupid Christian!’ Some believers walk around slandering the Devil, mocking him, & even challenging him to a fight: that is very stupid to do! I think I may have done things like that in the past as well, but we need to be extremely careful. No, if we are believers in Jesus Christ, we are not to walk around paranoid of the Devil – for Greater Is He Who Is in us (Jesus) than the one who’s in the world (the Devil), 1 John 4:4. But at the same time, we need to understand that if even the archangel Michael didn’t tell Satan that he was a big wuss and that he could take him any old day, so we shouldn’t either! Some Christians talk that way, but they don’t understand what they’re talking about. Let’s turn to 2 Peter 2:10-11.
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v.15 – Let’s be careful about what we do & how we do it, and about our words as well. 

v.19 – As believers, we’re not to be wordly-minded/only concerned about this life.

What did Jude urge the believers to do in vv.20-21? __________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________
vv.22-23 talk of some different ways of dealing with people – what are they? _______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
What can God do for us (v.24)? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does v.25 teach us about our God? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hearing from Pastor Chuck…

JUDE 20 - BUILD YOURSELF UP! Don't remain a baby. Your development depends on you. God has given to every man a measure of faith; build on it, use it as a talent.

JUDE 21 - "Keeping ourselves in God’s love." Why this injunction (command)? It is possible to experience a great blessing of God in our life yet still fail to receive the full benefits of it. The children of Israel, though delivered from bondage of Egypt, perished in the wilderness and never entered the promised land. Their sin was unbelief. "They limited God." Angels who dwelt with God kept not their first principles, and they left their habitation… they’re reserved now in chains awaiting the day of judgment. They had dwelt in the very presence of God. Their sin was pride. And there were the people of Sodom and Gommorah, who lived with marvelous natural advantages of nature. They did not have to spend so much time cultivating food, and so they had more leisure time. How did they spend their idle time? Pursuing the things of the flesh. Their sin was sexual licentiousness (having no restraints). God's grace; privileges bring responsibilities. So what’s the answer? Know His love, yield to His love, and respond to His love. What is meant by "keep yourselves?" Does he mean to keep yourself so sweet and good and kind that God can' t help but love you? I hope not! It does not mean to keep yourself in such a way as to persuade God to love you. For it is written, God so loved the world that ____________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. His love was unsought, undeserved, and unconditional. God's love for us is uncaused by us. Why do you love so much that little baby you cradle in your arms? It makes many unreasonable demands on your time; it yells for your attention in the middle of the night. Yet when it smiles at you or coos, you go bonkers. You love it because it is your offspring. Because God loves you so much, He wants to demonstrate His love by doing good things for you. You cannot, in this life, put yourself outside His love. You may have rejected Him, hurt Him, and forgotten Him, but He has never ceased to love you. Being in the love of God, keep yourself from all that is unlike Him or out of harmony with it. You are called, beloved in God and kept in Christ. Keep yourselves in harmony with that love so as to receive its full benefits – respond! What was sin of Cain? Hatred. Balaam? Greed. Korah? Rebellion. We are surrounded by seductive forces, but we are in His love. If we are not watchful, there’s a danger of wandering; not from His love, but from its full potential and manifestation in us.  
How can you keep yourself in God’s love? Build yourself up in His love. Build up yourselves on the holy faith. How is this done? Through study of The Word. Read your Bible! The purpose of the Bible is to reveal The True and Living Eternal God to man; that you might know Him and have fellowship with Him. Pray in the Holy Spirit. Ask The Holy Spirit to inspire your prayers and to direct your prayer time. Pray in tongues if The Lord has given you that gift. How can we keep ourselves in God’s love? By looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life, looking for His 2nd coming. I know of nothing that helps me to better keep my perspective correct than to realize the Lord is coming at any moment.

JUDE 24, 25 - "The keeping power of God." "Now unto Him That Is Able to keep you from falling..." Many are worried about steadfastness: “Can I maintain the Christian life? I don't want to start something I can't finish.” It’s better to start and fail, than to never start at all. Yes, the forces seeking to pull us down are powerful - the world, the flesh, and the Devil. However, The Force holding us up is All Powerful! 
"Now unto Him Who Is Able..." The ‘Him’ refers to Jesus Christ. I cannot keep myself from falling. The forces are too strong, and the temptations are too great. Even some of the angels fell! The secret is not to hold on to Christ, but to let Him hold on to you. "Now unto Him That Is Able..." Remember the marvelous ability of Christ. Standing is not a matter of my ability but of His ability. And He has already demonstrated His ability. He stood against every combined power of evil and He triumphed. Just as it seemed that the forces of darkness had prevailed, He rose from the grave. Paul tells us that He’s Able to do far more abundantly beyond everything we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). What is He Able to do? Keep you from falling… you do not have to fail. It's only when you try to go it alone; beware of self-confidence. He can present you faultless. “But I have so many faults.” Yes, but I will be presented in His righteousness. You are complete in Him. Before the presence of His glory, standing there before the throne of God; in the brightness of His glory that reveals all things, nothing is hid - I will stand pure, faultless. I will be whispering to myself, "Thank you, Jesus." And He can make me stand there “with exceeding joy," joy such as you have never experienced, or could ever experience, on this earth.

To Him be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority – forever! O that men would praise the Lord for His marvelous goodness to men (Psalm 107)!
HOMEWORK: Jude 11 mentions three different people – Cain, Balaam, and Korah.   1.Who were they?   2.What did they do?         3.What happened to them?   Answer the three questions, in your own handwriting, about each person.
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