Just a short devotion…

Grab your Bible and check out Numbers 9:15-23 – it’s a beautiful illustration of how we ought to be following The Lord’s leading in our lives. This is just a brief summary, and so be sure to read the actual passage in His word!
This was during the Israelites’ time in the desert after The Lord had brought them out of Egypt, and it has powerful implications for us today as well. When the cloud was lifted from over top of the tent, the children of Israel would then go forth. And wherever the cloud settled, that’s where they camped. And for as long as the cloud stayed above the tabernacle, that’s where they remained camped. It’s a beautiful reminder for us that we need to be very careful about when to move, so to speak. 
If His cloud is lifted, we ought not to stay camped. It doesn’t matter whether we feel ‘ready’ or not… if His Spirit is telling us to go, woe be unto us if we don’t!
And wherever His cloud settles, that’s where we need to set up camp. Notice: set up camp. This indicates that we may not be in that place for only one day – He may have us in a certain place for a very long period of time. 
And no matter how long God may be wanting us to simply remain in a given area, we need to be faithful to do just that – maintain the camp, until He leads us elsewhere. If He wants us to set up camp and hang out for a while, or even for years upon end, woe be unto us if we move!
And one other thought regarding Biblical events of that time (check out Numbers 13-14)… 
I wonder how frustrating it must have been for Caleb and Joshua. I mean, think about it: they also went forth among the spies to check out the promised land, but Joshua and Caleb brought back a good report and trusted that no matter what the size of the enemy might be, their God was Able to give them the land that He had promised them. But because of the others’ disobedience, these two faithful men had to wander in the desert – and they did so for 40 years. I’d have been really ticked off about that had I been in their shoes! ( 
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