Pursue holiness

* What do we know about Paul’s B.C. days? 

Acts 22:4-5
Acts 26:11

Galatians 1:13

* What did we learn about Paul persecuting the church?
What does this have to do with pursuing holiness? Well, I think it gives us something interesting to think about, since the Greek word for ‘persecute’ is the same word for ‘pursue!’ We see that Paul intensely and passionately persecuted God’s church – and just the same, and even more so, we ought to intensely and passionately pursue holiness. The word for persecute/pursue in Greek is ‘dee-O-ko’ (διώκω), and is one rich in meaning. It means, ‘chase, strive for, persecute, seek after, run after, follow, pursue, hunt, follow closely, run swiftly in order to catch some person or some thing, eagerly seek after, earnestly endeavor to acquire.’ And that is how we are to pursue holiness! Jot down that meaning, and check out the following references as we travel through the Scriptures to see what they say about pursuing holiness: Hebrews 12:14, 1 Timothy 6:11, 2 Timothy 2:2, 1 Peter 3:11.
Sadly, even as believers, we so often strive to ‘fit in.’ But I’m becoming more and more convinced from The Scriptures that such a desire is totally the opposite of the one we should have! Of course, we shouldn’t go out of our way to be weird or crazy – but as we pursue holiness, we must realize that such a goal will indeed put us in total contradiction with the world. James 4:4, 1 John 2:15-17, Matthew 7:6.
Instead, we are to   READ ‘pursue’ DEFINITON AGAIN   holiness!
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, 2 Corinthians 7:1, Romans 6:19-23, Romans 12:1-2, 2 Peter 1:2-11.
And the key to this is FAITH! Turn to
Hebrews 11:6 (εκζητέω, ek-zay-TEH-o, ‘seek, search diligently’)
Let’s pray.
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