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       RUTH




  December 14, 2008
The Old Testament Book of Ruth was written around 1,000 B.C., and it’s a beautiful story of faithfulness and redemption. The main people in this Book are:
· Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their sons Mahlon and Chillian
· Mahlon and Chillian’s Moabite wives, Orpah and Ruth

· Boaz, a rich relative of Elimelech
· Boaz’s close relative (not named)
· Obed (Boaz and Ruth’s son), Jesse (Obed’s son), and David (Jesse’s son)
Summary of The Book of Ruth:
During the time that the judges governed Israel, there was a man from Bethlehem (meaning ‘house/place of bread’ in Hebrew) named Elimelech. Elimelech (‘my God Is King’) was married to Naomi (‘pleasant’), and they had two sons, Mahlon (‘puny’) and Chillian (‘failing/pining’).  A famine occurs, so Elimelech and his family go to the land of Moab. Elimelech dies, and the two sons take Moabite women for their wives – Orpah (‘fawn’) and Ruth (‘friendship’). The two sons also die, and when Naomi hears that there’s food again in Israel, she returns there with Ruth. Ruth starts to work in part of a field belonging to Boaz, a rich relative of Elimelech. Boaz treats her very kindly because of her love and faithfulness to Naomi. Boaz, a rich and older Israelite, eventually marries Ruth, a younger foreign woman. They later have a son named Obed (‘worshipper’); Obed is King David’s (‘beloved’) grandfather.
The Book of Ruth is very short, and thus we’ll read through it in today’s class. As we read Ruth, pay special attention to the themes of faithfulness and redemption.  

HOMEWORK:

Guys: Ruth 2:4 seems to show that Boaz had a good relationship with his workers, and 2:20 tells how Boaz was a kind and faithful man. Answer (in detail) the following questions:

1. Why is it important for us to have good relationships with people around us? 
2. How can you strive to be a man of kindness and faithfulness? 
Hand in your homework to Tim. 
Girls: Ruth 3:11 says that everyone in Bethlehem knew that Ruth was a woman of excellence. Answer (in detail) the following questions:  
1. What does that phrase (woman of excellence) mean? 
2. How are some ways you can strive to be a woman of excellence? 
Hand in your homework to Jan. 
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