Second and Third John
CC Pittsburgh, January 20, 2008
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Prayer requests: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Let’s pray!
The Three Letters of John are short - but amazing - Books in The Bible! This morning we’re going to read through and look at 2 and 3 John, which were written by John about 90AD. 
Read 2 John 1-8, 9-13
v.2 says that the truth abides in us, and will be with us forever. What’s “abide” mean? _______
_________________________________________________________________________
v.3 teaches that grace, mercy, and peace will be with us. Let’s define these terms.
· Grace - ______________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________
· Mercy - _____________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________
· Peace - ______________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________
What does The Father command us to do (v.4)? __________________________________________
[image: image4.wmf]In v.5 we’re commanded to do what? ______________________________
How does v.6 define love? ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
In v.7, we’re told that the world has many deceivers, and that’s easy to see today. 
What are some groups in our day that are deceiving people? _______________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What command is given in v.8? __________________________   How can you apply that to your life?
v.9 instructs us to abide  in Christ’s teaching. What does “abide” mean again?
· John 15:4-7

What are we told not to do in v.10? _____________________________________________________

Notice that in this Letter, “truth” and “love” are mentioned several times. It is crucial that we realize that truth and love go together – they are not exclusive things.  Some people, intensely searching for truth, in the process become proud and overly critical about everything. Other people set up their idea of what ‘love’ is and follow it blindly, and they become emotionally-based and driven about by every passing wind. As believers, we need to keep truth and love united in our lives. It’s not either or, but rather, both.
· Let’s look at Ephesians 4:15. 
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Are we walking according 
  to His commandments?

Read 3 John 1-9, 10-15
[image: image6.wmf]v.2 – John prayed that Gaius would prosper and have good health, just as his soul was prospering. It is nice to prosper, and it’s wonderful to have good health, but our first concern is to be over the condition of our souls.  



    The Lord wants our souls to be strong and healthy!
Notice that in vv. 3-4, we see the same concept of walking in truth that we saw in The Second Letter of John.  It is very important that we walk in the truth!  
What is the greatest commandment? To love The Lord our God with all of our heart, and with all of our mind. The modern church seems to be so preoccupied with making everybody feel good that they often neglect truth. We should not go out trying to make people hate us, but we must realize that walking in truth will make plenty of people hate us.  Truth always divides – it always has, and it always will.
v.7 – the brothers went out for what sake? _______________________________________________
In v.9 we read about a person named Diotrephes – a person who loved to be first. Do you guys remember what Jesus said about being 1st, & about how we can truly become great? Let’s turn to Matthew 23:11-12. 
John mentions in v.10 that if he was able to make it there, he was going to call attention to Diotrephes’ deeds. Once again, we see this balance of truth and love. John the Apostle is known as the apostle of love, but we also see that he was not afraid to stand up for the truth.  There is a difference between being loving and being spineless. John didn’t plan to ignore what Diotrephes was doing… on the contrary, he was planning to call attention to Diotrephes’ wrong deeds! 

What is the instruction in v.11? _______________________________________________
· Ephesians 5:1 

Homework
2 John 2:7 teaches that there are many deceivers in the world.  Answer the following question; your answer must be at least one page long, and handwritten.
· How can we know who are deceivers – how can we recognize them?
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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