The Letter to the Philippians
Lesson two, Philippians 2:12-3:16, 1/5/07 
In the study notes below, you'll notice that there are often words with a different font, enclosed in parentheses. These are to indicate additional ways the preceding word can be translated from the Greek word Paul used. I did so because I believe it adds much more depth than what our English translations often convey.
Chapter 2
v.12 – Work out your salvation, not work for it! That is a very important difference that we must grasp. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, God has promised you salvation. It's yours! (John 3:16-18,36; 1 John 5:11-13; etc.) And now that you have salvation, you need to work it out in your everyday life. Now that I'm a child of God, redeemed by Jesus' blood, how ought I to live? Salvation is indeed a free gift... but it wasn't, and isn't, a cheap gift. Considering all that The Lord has done to give us eternal life, we need to view this gift with reverence and awe.
v.13 – The good news is that it's not just you on your own! For God is working in you, to both will and to work for goodwill. How exactly does this combination work – that we must work out our salvation with fear and trembling, while all the while God Is The One working in us? Beats me! What's important is just for me to do what He says, with the great confidence that He is indeed working within me. 
v.14 – In my opinion, this is one of the most challenging verses in Scripture. Do everything without grumbling (murmuring) or disputing. We're quick to despise others who always complain and argue, aren't we? But yet how often do we do the very same thing? As we mature in our faith, we may become better at doing the right thing – but we need to also improve by doing the right thing, with the right heart. Perhaps you can hide your murmurings from others... way to go! But God sees the heart.
· Lamentations 3:39
· 1 Corinthians 10:9-13
· (1 Peter 4:9)
v.20 – We're to be genuinely concerned for others' welfare. This flies smack in the face of our Ameri- can tendency to think in terms of 'what's best for me.' 
v.21 – Seek after (search for) the things of Christ Jesus! We are to have the mind of Christ.
v.27 – God has mercy – amen! In your past, and in the lives of your family and loved ones, take time this week to remember the many ways God has had mercy on you and thank Him! In my own life, i would have been dead many times already had it not been for the mercy of God. I almost died at my birth - later split my head open at least twice – was nearly killed at least three times by cars and a van – had a big rock with lots of momentum very narrowly miss my head while in Jerusalem – and on, and on, and on. It is suffice to say that God has had tons of mercy upon me, and upon each one of us! Even if you just think of many of today's medical procedures, had we lived 100 years ago, many of us would have never reached the age we are today. Michelle had appendicitis a few years ago, and survived by the grace and mercy of God. But 100 years ago, the outcome may not have been the same. 
· How has God had mercy on you, & in light of those times, how should you then live?
Chapter 3
v.1 – Rejoice (exceedingly) in The Lord! No matter what our present state in life is, The Lord Is Still Worth rejoicing in! Whether you're on the top of the mountain or at death's door, The Lord doesn't change, and neither does His Character or His Word. Paul so strongly encourages the brothers and sisters to do this, that he says it again in chapter 4 – and he says it twice there. Child of God, rejoice in your Lord! Where are the David's of today, willing to dance and rejoice before The Lord even if the world around despises them or calls them fools? Our Lord Is Worth rejoicing in! 
v.3 – We worship (serve) in God's Spirit, glory (boast, proudly glory) in Messiah Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh. 
vv.7-11 – Paul said that he counted everything to be loss 'cos of the surpassing value of the knowledge of Messiah - Jesus, his Lord. Can we say the same thing? Because of Christ, Paul suffered the loss of everything – and he counted all things to be rubbish (dung, refuse, filth), that he might gain Christ. Paul wanted to be found in Jesus... having the righteousness which is from God, on the basis of faith – through faith in Christ. v.10 is a great goal to have in life - to know Him. Regardless of social status, popularity and the like, the real question is: do you know Him? And also, does He know you? 
vv.12-16 – Press on! Forget what's behind, and reach forward to what's ahead. We can't change our pasts, but remember that we serve The God Who Restores. We can either choose to live in bondage to our old man and his history, or we can walk in the newness of life which is found in Jesus Christ. Forget the past – reach for what's ahead! For as The Word Of God says, and The Scripture cannot be broken, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17, NASB).
This week's memory verse: Philippians 3:1a 
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