'We want a king!'
(Pray)

Read 1 Samuel 8:1-22 

The people didn't want God to be their King... they wanted a man to rule over them. vv.7-8 – However, they were, in fact, rejecting Him. YHWH (The LORD) said okay, but He warned them by giving them a very severe warning – check out v.18! vv.19-20 – Sadly, the people still wanted a king... they still wanted to be 'like all the nations.' 
Saul was anointed as ruler.

Read 1 Samuel 10:17-19 

The Lord said that He was The One Who had given His people such miraculous deliverances; and the truth was that they were rejecting Him, not Samuel (1 Sam. 8:6-7).
Saul presented as king.

Read 1 Samuel 12:6-11 

See how YHWH had delivered His people again and again and again!

Read 1 Samuel 12:12-25 

v.17 - Great wickedness. v.20 - Evil!

Aren't we just like the Israelites? i know that i am. Too often, i find myself wanting to be 'just like everyone else.' i know that God calls me to be different – to be holy - but the want to 'fit in' just seems to keep popping its head up again and again. God offers us the very best, but we want to be 'like all the nations.' 

Read 2 Chronicles 12:1-8
vv. 7-8 – God still shows mercy to us when we turn unto Him, even though after we've chosen wicked things. But He also allows punishment. He will indeed teach you that His service is best. We are not to be disheartened or downcast because we're “believers who have to live according to His rules.” Child of God, you have the best 'rules' to follow that exist! 

Read Ezekiel 20:30-33
God would not let Israel, His chosen people, to just 'be like everyone else.' YHWH said that that would not happen. God said that He would be King over them, and that's just the way it was going to be.

· God call us to be holy (Leviticus 19:2, 1 Peter 1:15-16) – to be קדוש (ka-dosh). Holy. The Hebrew word, “kadosh,” means “pure, selected, consecrated, sacred” - a person who devoted themself to God, and separated themself from the other people. 

And besides, why on earth would we want to be like those who don't know Christ, and 'just like everyone else?' Let's compare things for a sec:

Believer
a. Has eternal life
b. Has forgiveness
c. Has peace
d. Has meaning in                                      Jesus
e. Has The Lord of All Creation watching over them
f. Has a Book with life's                 instructions
g. Is a co-heir with Jesus Christ
h. Will judge angels
i. Has Jesus interceding for them

j. Can pray to God                      anywhere, &                                          at anytime

k. Serves The                                     Living God

l. Has self-discipline and                   godliness

m. Strives to please God, then man

n. Will be with Jesus forever

Nonbeliever

a. Will be in hell forever
b. God's wrath abides on them
c. Spends life looking for peace
d. Wastes life trying to find meaning/identity in work, etc.
e. Is on their                                                 own                                                                    
f. Wastes life searching for what truth is, & where it can be found
g. Will be in hell forever
h. Will be judged, & thrown into the lake of fire

i. Has no one

j. Needs cheesy candles, incense, crystals, rocks, icons, statues, and 'religious places' in order to pray

k. Serves dead idols that cannot speak, hear, or act

l. Descends the slope of bad to evil beyond words

m. Lives to please themselves

n. Will live in torment and gnashing of teeth forever

Is there even any comparison? Of course not! God, The Holy God, calls us to be holy as well, and thereby shows us the absolute best and most fulfilling way to live. If you live with God as your King, you choose to live with The Sovereign Ruler Of All guiding and directing your paths for His glory and your good. But if you choose to make man your king – to be 'like all the nations' – you will live a pointless, misguided life spent in frustration, despair, and meaningless. The choice is yours.

Read Joshua 24:14-15
This week: ask Jesus to specifically show you if you are 'asking for that king' in your own life. If/when He point things out, confess those sins, & ask Him for His help to live & to think differently.
(Pray) 
Notes / Thoughts: __________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
truthproclamation.org




   


                  jalazone7@yahoo.com[image: image1.png]



